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According to Yes 

French, Dawn 

The Foreign Land of the Very Wealthy - otherwise known as Manhattan's Upper East 
Side - has its own rigid code of behaviour. It's a code strictly adhered to by the 
Wilder-Bingham family. 
Emotional displays - unacceptable. 
Unruly behaviour - definitely not welcome. 
Fun - no thanks. 
This is Glenn Wilder-Bingham's kingdom. A beautifully displayed impeccably edited 
fortress of restraint. 
So when Rosie Kitto, an eccentric thirty-eight-year-old primary school teacher from 
England, bounces into their lives with a secret sorrow and a heart as big as the city, 
nobody realises that she hasn't read the rule book. 
For the Wilder-Bingham family, whose lives begin to unravel thread by thread, the 
consequences are explosive. Because after a lifetime of saying no, what happens 
when everyone starts saying . . . yes? 

Fiction, 2015, 352p. 

Alchemist, The 

Coelho, Paulo   

The Alchemist details the journey of a young Spanish shepherd named Santiago. 
Santiago, believing a recurring dream to be prophetic, decides to travel to Egypt to 
find treasure. On the way, he encounters love, danger, opportunity and disaster. 

Fiction, 1993, 162p. 2 Large Print Copies 

All That I Am 

Funder, Anna   

Winner of the 2012 Miles Franklin Literary Award 

Cantankerous Ruth Becker is living out her days in the eastern suburbs of Sydney. 
She has made an uneasy peace with the ghosts of her past. Another lifetime away, 
it's 1939 and the world is going to war. Ernst Toller, self-doubting revolutionary and 
poet, sits in a New York hotel room settling up the account of his life. When Toller's 
story arrives on Ruth's doorstep their shared past slips under her defenses, and 
she's right back among them: the friends who predicted the brutality of the Nazis and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recurring_dream
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prophetic


 

– 2 – 

 

gave everything they had to stop them and those who were tested in the face of 
hatred, of art, of love, and of history. 

Fiction, 2011, 369p.  

All the Birds Singing 

Wyld, Evie 

Jake Whyte is the sole resident of an old farmhouse on an unnamed British island, a 
place of ceaseless rains and battering winds. It's just her, her untamed companion, 
Dog, and a flock of sheep. Which is how she wanted it to be. But something is 
coming for the sheep - every few nights it picks one off, leaves it in rags. It could be 
anything. There are foxes in the woods, a strange boy and a strange man, rumours 
of an obscure, formidable beast. And there is Jake's unknown past, perhaps 
breaking into the present, a story hidden thousands of miles away and years ago, in 
a landscape of different colour and sound. 

Fiction, 2013, 229p. 

All the Days After: a story of love, loss and resilience 
beyond Black Saturday 

Gunningham, Sue 

On Saturday, February 7, 2009, local teacher Sue Gunningham waits impatiently in 
her car for news of her long-time partner Barry Johnston, who has been declared 
missing in the savage Victorian bushfires that would come to be known as the "Black 
Saturday" fires. She worked that morning, and so was not at home at their cottage, 
Waldene, near Kinglake, when the bushfire swept through. Little does she realize 
that the loss of her partner is just the beginning of her battle to keep a place for her in 
his life, and to save the memory of their love. Sue has to deal with the frantic search 
for Barry in the days after the fire; the Coroners identification process, solicitors, and 
the funeral parlor in a struggle to have Barrys remains identified and returned; the 
continual round of formal interviews with police, case managers, psychologists, and 
the Victoria Bushfire Royal Commission; and the burnt-out site and trying to rebuild 
both the cottage and her life. Raw and compelling, All the Days After will resonate 
with anyone who has suffered through devastating grief. It is Sues personal story of 
love loss, grief, and rebuilding, but it is also the story of the lesser known aftermath 
of a major tragedy; one involving family disputes, inquests, a Royal Commission, and 
more, and how events play out when you are involved on the inside as opposed to 
being a remote spectator. 

Non-Fiction, 2015, 267p. 
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All the Light We Cannot See 

Doerr, Anthony   

The epic new novel, set during WW2, from Sunday Times Short Story Prize-winner 
Anthony Doerr. Marie-Laure has been blind since the age of six. Her father builds a 
perfect miniature of their Paris neighbourhood so she can memorize it by touch and 
navigate her way home. But when the Nazis invade, father and daughter flee with a 
dangerous secret. Werner is a German orphan, destined to labour in the same mine 
that claimed his father's life, until he discovers a knack for engineering. His talent 
wins him a place at a brutal military academy, but his way out of obscurity is built on 
suffering. At the same time, far away in a walled city by the sea, an old man 
discovers new worlds without ever setting foot outside his home. But all around him, 
impending danger closes in. Doerr's combination of soaring imagination and 
meticulous observation is electric 

Fiction,  2014,  544 pp 

Americanah  

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi 

As teenagers in a Lagos secondary school, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love. Their 
Nigeria is under military dictatorship, and people are fleeing the country if they can. 
Ifemelu - beautiful, self-assured - departs for America to study. She suffers defeats 
and triumphs, finds and loses relationships and friendships, all the while feeling the 
weight of something she never thought of back home: race. Obinze - the quiet, 
thoughtful son of a professor - had hoped to join her, but post-9/11 America will not 
let him in, and he plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. 
 
Fifteen years later, Obinze is a wealthy man in a newly democratic Nigeria, while 
Ifemelu has achieved success as a writer of an eye-opening blog about race in 
America. But when Ifemelu returns to Nigeria, and she and Obinze reignite their 
shared passion - for their homeland and for each other - they will face the toughest 
decisions of their lives. 

Fiction, 2013, 477p.   

An Innocent Gentleman 

Jolley, Elizabeth  

Henry and Muriel's life on the new estate is relatively harmonious despite the vulgar 
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neighbours, the Second World War and the regular Sunday visits from Muriel's 
mother (who believes her daughter has married far below her station).The accidental 
appearance of Mr Hawthorne - Muriel's student - at their house one Sunday 
afternoon brings unexpected upheavals. Here is a man of respectable breeding, of 
munificent means, and someone capable of refined, intelligent conversation. Mr 
Hawthorne has something to offer everyone in the family, but his posting to London 
disturbs the delicate balance of personal affairs. 

Fiction, 2001, 257p. 9 copies  

Animal Kingdom: a crime story 

Sewell, Stephen  

Armed robber Pope Cody is on the run from a gang of renegade detectives who want 
him dead. As revenge killings and paybacks explode onto Melbourne streets, 17-
year-old J finds himself at the centre of a bloody struggle between his family and the 
police. J is forced to navigate his way past slippery lawyers, corrupt cops and a 
paranoid and vengeful underworld. To survive, he must learn how the game is 
played and choose his place in the animal kingdom. 

Fiction, 2010, 234p.  

Annabel 

Winter, Kathleen 

A baby is born in 1968, a hermaphrodite, in far-from-everywhere northern Labrador, 
Canada. The unsettled parents settle on Wayne as his name. He will be raised a 
boy, but his shadow self, Annabel, will live within him for two decades. He is she, and 
they are a fluid, pastel contradiction in a rigid, black and white world. Puberty sets in 
and there is a medical emergency – Wayne’s abdomen floods with menstrual blood. 
And, once adult, Wayne will transform himself into who he wants to be. 

Fiction, 2011, 461p.  

Arcadia 

Groff, Lauren 

Set in 1960s New York in Arcadia House, this is a lush, nineteenth-century-style 
novel about a utopian community on the brink of collapse, inspired by George Eliot's 
Middlemarch and Dickens's Bleak House.  
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Fiction, 2012, 304p.  

Art of the Engine Driver, The 

Carroll, Steven 

As a mighty steam train leaves Spencer Street Station on its haul to Sydney, a family 
of three – Vic, Rita and their son Michael are walking down their street to an 
engagement party. As the neighbours walk to the party using a mixture of description 
and internal monologue – we hear their stories and are drawn into the lives of a bully, 
a drunk, a restless young girl and a happy family man. On this hot summer's night 
the old and the new, diesel and steam, town and country all collide and nobody is left 
unaffected. 

Fiction, 2001, 278p. 

Atonement 

McEwan, Ian 

Ian McEwan’s symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and 
forgiveness provides all the satisfaction of a brilliant narrative and the provocation we 
have come to expect from this master of English prose. 
On a hot summer day in 1934, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment’s 
flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant 
and Cecilia’s childhood friend. But Briony’s incomplete grasp of adult motives—
together with her precocious literary gifts—brings about a crime that will change all 
their lives. As it follows that crime’s repercussions through the chaos and carnage of 
World War II and into the close of the twentieth century, Atonement engages the 
reader on every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it as a 
genuine masterpiece.  

Fiction, 2001, 372p.  

Barracuda 

Tsiolkas, Christos   

N.B. This title contains sexual/coarse language content. 
His whole life Danny Kelly's only wanted one thing: to win Olympic gold. Everything 
he's ever done - every thought, every dream, every action - takes him closer to that 
moment of glory, of vindication, when the world will see him for what he is: the 
fastest, the strongest and the best. His life has been a preparation for that moment. 
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His parents struggle to send him to the most prestigious private school with the finest 
swimming program; Danny loathes it there and is bullied and shunned as an 
outsider, but his coach is the best and knows Danny is, too, better than all those rich 
boys, those pretenders. Danny's win-at-all-cost ferocity gradually wins favour with the 
coolest boys - he's Barracuda, he's the psycho, he's everything they want to be but 
don't have the guts to get there.   

Fiction, 2013, 516pp  

Be Near Me 

O’Hagan, Andrew 

David is Father Anderton, a Catholic priest with a small parish in Scotland. He 
befriends Mark and Lisa, rebellious local teenagers who live in a world he barely 
understands. Their company stirs memories of earlier happiness – his days at a 
Catholic school in Yorkshire, the student revolt in 1960s Oxford, and a choice he 
once made in the orange groves of Rome. But their friendship also ignites the 
suspicions and smoldering hatred of a town that resents strangers, and brings Father 
David to a reckoning with the gathered tensions of past and present.  

Fiction, 2006, 305p.  

Beast’s Garden, The 

Forsyth, Kate 

It's August 1939 in Germany, and Ava's world is in turmoil. To save her father, she 
must marry a young Nazi officer, Leo von Löwenstein, who works for Hitler's spy 
chief in Berlin. However, she hates and fears the brutal Nazi regime, and finds 
herself compelled to stand against it. 
Ava joins an underground resistance movement that seeks to help victims survive 
the horrors of the German war machine. But she must live a double life, hiding her 
true feelings from her husband, even as she falls in love with him.  
Gradually she comes to realise that Leo is part of a dangerous conspiracy to 
assassinate Hitler. As Berlin is bombed into ruins, the Gestapo ruthlessly hunt down 
all resistance and Ava finds herself living hand-to-mouth in the rubble of the shell-
shocked city. Both her life and Leo's hang in the balance. 

Fiction, 2015, 448p. 



 

– 7 – 

 

Below the Styx 

Meehan, Michael  

Martin Frobisher, successful publisher and community leader, is in the City Remand 
Centre, awaiting trial for murder. He has been beating close family members about 
the head with an epergne. What shadow has fallen across the comfortable lives of 
Frobisher, his ambitious wife Coralie and her flaky sister Madeleine? What has led a 
cultivated and reflective man, known to save spiders and earwigs from harm, to such 
reckless acts of violence? 

Fiction, 2010, 406p. 10 copies 

Best of Adam Sharp, The 

Simsion, Graeme 

On the cusp of turning fifty, Adam Sharp likes his life. He’s happy with his partner 
Claire, he excels in music trivia at quiz night at the local pub, he looks after his 
mother, and he does the occasional consulting job in IT. 
But he can never quite shake off his nostalgia for what might have been: his blazing 
affair more than twenty years ago with an intelligent and strong-willed actress named 
Angelina Brown who taught him for the first time what it means to find—and then 
lose—love. How different might his life have been if he hadn’t let her walk away? 
And then, out of nowhere, from the other side of the world, Angelina gets in touch. 
What does she want? Does Adam dare to live dangerously? 

Fiction, 2016, 352p. 

Big Little Lies 

Moriarty, Liane 

I guess it started with the mothers. ''It was all just a terrible misunderstanding. ''I'll tell 
you exactly why it happened. Pirriwee Public's annual school Trivia Night has ended 
in a shocking riot. A parent is dead. Was it murder, a tragic accident ... or something 
else entirely? Big Little Lies is a funny, heartbreaking, challenging story of ex-
husbands and second wives, new friendships, old betrayals and schoolyard politics. 
No. 1 New York Times bestselling author Liane Moriarty turns her unique gaze on 
the dangerous little lies we tell ourselves every day and what really goes on behind 
closed suburban doors. Let me be clear. This is not a circus. This is a murder 
investigation. 
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Fiction, 2014, 417p. 

Big Short, The 

Lewis, Michael 

When the crash of the U.S. stock market became public knowledge in the fall of 
2008, it was already old news. The real crash, the silent crash, had taken place over 
the previous year, in bizarre feeder markets where the sun doesn’t shine and the 
SEC doesn’t dare, or bother, to tread. Who understood the risk inherent in the 
assumption of ever-rising real estate prices, a risk compounded daily by the creation 
of those arcane, artificial securities loosely based on piles of doubtful mortgages? In 
this fitting sequel to Liar’s Poker, Michael Lewis answers that question in a narrative 
brimming with indignation and dark humor. 

Fiction, 2009, 320p. 

Births, deaths, marriages: true tales 

Blain, Georgia 

These true tales move from visits to nudist communes, to losing your virginity; to 
going to couples' counselling and coping with death in the family. From a bohemian 
childhood in the seventies to becoming a mother and a writer, Georgia Blain explores 
a new land, taking us deep into the heart of how we love, learn, fail, and try to learn 
again. 

Memoir, 2008, 224p.  

Boat, The 

Le, Nam 

A stunningly inventive, deeply moving fiction debut: stories that take us from the 
slums of Colombia to the streets of Tehran; from New York City to Iowa City; from a 
tiny fishing village in Australia to a foundering vessel in the South China Sea, in a 
masterly display of literary virtuosity and feeling. 

Fiction/short stories, 2008, 312p.  
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Bombproof 

Robotham, Michael 

Sami Macbeth is not a master criminal. He's not even a minor one. Sami plays guitar 
and wants to be a rock god but keeps getting side-tracked by unforeseen 
circumstances. Fifty-four hours ago Sami was released from prison. Thirty-six hours 
ago he slept with the woman of his dreams at the Savoy. An hour ago his train blew 
up. Now he's carrying a rucksack through London's West End and has turned himself 
into the most wanted terrorist in the country. Fast, funny, hip and violent, Bombproof 
is a non-stop adventure full of unforgettable characters and a heart-warming hero - 
Sami Macbeth. 

Fiction, 2008, 400p.  

Book of Lost Threads, The 

Evans, Tess 

In the small town of Opportunity, four mismatched people discover the unexpected 
power of kindness. Moss has run away from Melbourne on the trail of a man she 
knows only by name. But her arrival sets in train events that disturb the long-held 
secrets of three of the town’s inhabitants: Finn, a brilliant mathematician who has 
become a recluse; Lily Pargetter, 83-year-old knitter of tea cosies; and Sandy, the 
town buffoon, who dreams of a Great Galah. As the four develop unlikely friendships, 
they find a way to lay their sorrows to rest and knit together the threads that will 
restore them to life. Tender, funny and memorable, Book of Lost Threads is a story 
about love and loss, parents and children, hope, faith and the value of simple 
kindness. 

Fiction, 2010, 354p. 

Book Thief, The 

Zusak, Markus 

It is 1939, Nazi Germany. Liesel Meminger and her younger brother are being taken 
to live with a foster family outside Munich. Liesel’s father was taken away on the 
breath of a single, unfamiliar word – Kommunist. On the journey, Death visits the 
young boy, and notices Liesel. It will be the first of many near encounters. By her 
brother’s graveside, Liesel’s life is changed when she picks up a single object, 
partially hidden in the snow. It is The Gravedigger’s Handbook and it is her first act of 
book thievery. 
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Fiction, 2005, 550p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Breath 

Winton, Tim 

Breath is a story about the wildness of youth - the lust for excitement and terror, the 
determination to be extraordinary, the wounds that heal and those that don't - and 
about learning to live with its passing. In his first novel for seven years, Tim Winton 
has achieved a new level of mastery. Breath confirms him as one of the world's finest 
storytellers, a writer of novels that are at the same time simple and profound, 
relentlessly gripping and deeply moving. 

Fiction, 2008, 227p.  

Brief History of Seven Killings, A  

Marlon, James 

NB- Violence and ghetto dialect 
From the acclaimed writer of The Book of Night Women comes a masterful novel 
framed as a fictional oral history that explores the events and characters surrounding 
the attempted assassination of Bob Marley during the political turmoil on Jamaica in 
the late 1970s. 

Fiction, 2014, 688p. 

Britt-Marie was here 

Backman, Fredrick 

Britt-Marie can’t stand mess. She eats dinner at precisely the right time and starts 
her day at six in the morning because only lunatics wake up later than that. And she 
is not passive-aggressive. Not in the least. It's just that sometimes people interpret 
her helpful suggestions as criticisms, which is certainly not her intention. 
But at sixty-three, Britt-Marie has had enough. She finally walks out on her loveless 
forty-year marriage and finds a job in the only place she can: Borg, a small, derelict 
town devastated by the financial crisis. For the fastidious Britt-Marie, this new world 
of noisy children, muddy floors, and a roommate who is a rat (literally), is a hard 
adjustment. 
As for the citizens of Borg, with everything that they know crumbling around them, 
the only thing that they have left to hold onto is something Britt-Marie absolutely 
loathes: their love of soccer. When the village’s youth team becomes desperate for a 



 

– 11 – 

 

coach, they set their sights on her. She’s the least likely candidate, but their need is 
obvious and there is no one else to do it. 
Thus begins a beautiful and unlikely partnership. In her new role as reluctant mentor 
to these lost young boys and girls, Britt-Marie soon finds herself becoming 
increasingly vital to the community. And even more surprisingly, she is the object of 
romantic desire for a friendly and handsome local policeman named Sven. In this 
world of oddballs and misfits, can Britt-Marie finally find a place where she belongs? 

Fiction, 2016, 324p. 

Broken Shore, The 

Temple, Peter 

Shaken by a scrape with death, Joe Cashin is posted away from the Homicide 
Squad to a quiet town on the South Australian coast where he grew up. Carrying 
physical scars, he spends his time playing the country cop, walking his dogs, and 
contemplating his life. But when a prominent local is attacked in his own home, 
Cashin is thrust into what becomes a murder investigation. The evidence points to 
three boys from the nearby aboriginal community. Cashin is unconvinced, and soon 
begins to see the outlines of something far more terrible than a burglary gone wrong. 

Fiction/crime, 2005, 345p.  

Brooklyn 

Toibin, Colm   

Eilis Lacey has come of age in small-town Ireland in the years following World War 
Two. Though skilled at bookkeeping, she cannot find a job in the miserable Irish 
economy. When an Irish priest from Brooklyn asks to sponsor Eilis in America – to 
live and work in a Brooklyn neighborhood "just like Ireland" – she decides she must 
go, leaving her fragile mother and her charismatic sister behind. 

Fiction, 2010, 272p.  

Burial Rites 

Kent, Hannah    

In northern Iceland, 1829, Agnes Magnusdottir is condemned to death for her part in 
the brutal murder of two men. Agnes is sent to wait out the months leading up to her 
execution on the farm of district officer Jon Jonsson, his wife and their two 
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daughters. Horrified to have a convicted murderess in their midst, the family avoid 
contact with Agnes. Only Toti, the young assistant priest appointed her spiritual 
guardian, will listen to Agnes's side of the story. As the year progresses and the 
hardships of rural life force everyone to work side by side, the family's attitude to 
Agnes starts to change, until one winter night, she begins her whispered confession 
to them, and they realize that all is not as they had assumed.  

Fiction, 2013, 338p.  

Caleb’s Crossing 

Brooks, Geraldine 

Bethia Mayfield is growing up in the tiny settlement of Great Harbor amid a small 
band of pioneers and Puritans. She yearns after an education that is closed to her by 
her sex. At twelve, she encounters Caleb, the young son of a chieftain, and the two 
forge a tentative, secret friendship. Bethia’s minister father tries to convert the 
Wampanoag, awakening the wrath of the island’s strongest pawaaw. 
One of his projects becomes the education of Caleb, and a year later, Caleb is in 
Cambridge, studying Latin and Greek among the colonial elite. Bethia, also in 
Cambridge at the behest of her imperious elder brother, finds herself enmeshed in 
Caleb’s fate as he crosses between cultures. 

Fiction, 2011, 369p.  

Careless 

Robertson, Deborah 

Pearl and Riley closed the door behind them. From inside they could hear their 
mother crying. They were four storeys in the air and it was a hot day. She was eight, 
and he was five. Through a seductively woven plot that reflects the interlacing nature 
of our lives, it explores the ties of caring and responsibility. 

Fiction, 2006, 293p.  

Carpentaria 

Wright, Alexis 

Set in the precariously settled coastal town of Desperance, Carpentaria is the 
unforgettable portrait of the powerful Phantom family, leader of the Westend 
Pricklebush people, and its battles with old Joseph Midnight’s renegade Eastend 
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mob on the one hand, and the white officials of Uptown and the neighbouring 
Gurfurrit mine on the other. By turns operatic and surreal, Wright’s stunning and 
richly imagined storytelling is a blend of myth and scripture, farce and politics. Her 
extraordinary characters stride like giants in this storm-swept world. 

Fiction, 2006, 519p. 

Casual Vacancy. The 

Rowling, J. K. 

When Barry Fairbrother dies in his early forties, the town of Pagford is left in shock. 
Pagford is, seemingly, an English idyll, with a cobbled market square and an ancient 
abbey, but what lies behind the pretty facade is a town at war. Rich at war with poor, 
teenagers at war with their parents, wives at war with their husbands, teachers at 
war with their pupils, Pagford is not what it first seems. And the empty seat left by 
Barry on the town's council soon becomes the catalyst for the biggest war the town 
has yet seen. Who will triumph in an election fraught with passion, duplicity and 
unexpected revelations? 

Fiction, 2012, 503p.  

Catch-22 

Heller, Joseph 

The satirical, historical novel follows Yossarian, a U.S. Army Air Forces B-25 
bombardier, and a number of other characters. Most events occur while the airmen 
of the fictional Fighting 256th Squadron are based on a fictional version of the island 
of Pianosa, west of Italy. Many events in the book are repeatedly described from 
differing points of view, so the reader learns more about the event from each 
iteration, with the new information often completing a joke, or setup, the punchline of 
which was told several chapters previous.  

Historical Fiction, 1964, 479p.  

Catcher in the Rye, The 

Salinger, J D 

The Catcher in the Rye is set around the 1950s and is narrated by a young man 
named Holden Caulfield. He’s not specific about his location while he’s telling the 
story, but makes it clear that he is undergoing treatment in a mental hospital. The 
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events he narrates take place in the few days between the end of the fall school term 
and Christmas, when Holden is sixteen years old. Themes of teenage confusion, 
angst, sexuality, alienation, and rebellion. 

Fiction, 1951, 224p.  

Cat’s Table, The 

Ondaatje, Michael 

In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy in Colombo boards a ship bound for 
England. At mealtimes he is seated at the “cat’s table” – as far from the Captain’s 
Table as can be – with a ragtag group of “insignificant” adults and two other boys, 
Cassius and Ramadhin.  
As the narrative moves between the decks and holds of the ship and the boy’s adult 
years, it tells a spellbinding story – by turns poignant and electrifying – about the 
magical, often forbidden, discoveries of childhood and a lifelong journey that begins 
unexpectedly with a spectacular sea voyage. 

Fiction, 2011, 286p.  

Change of Heart 

Picoult, Jodi 

Change of Heart looks at the nature of organized religion and belief, and takes the 
reader behind the closely drawn curtains of America's death penalty. Featuring the 
return of Ian Fletcher from Keeping Faith, it also asks whether religion and politics 
truly are separate, or inextricably tangled. Does religion make us more tolerant, or 
less? Do we believe what we do because it's right? 

Fiction, 2008, 447p. 10 copies 

Children Act, The 

McEwan, Ian 

Fiona Maye is a High Court judge in London presiding over cases in family court. 
She is fiercely intelligent, well respected, and deeply immersed in the nuances of her 
particular field of law. Often the outcome of a case seems simple from the outside, 
the course of action to ensure a child's welfare obvious. But the law requires more 
rigor than mere pragmatism, and Fiona is expert in considering the sensitivities of 
culture and religion when handing down her verdicts. But Fiona's professional 
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success belies domestic strife. Her husband, Jack, asks her to consider an open 
marriage and, after an argument, moves out of their house. His departure leaves her 
adrift, wondering whether it was not love she had lost so much as a modern form of 
respectability; whether it was not contempt and ostracism she really fears. She 
decides to throw herself into her work, especially a complex case involving a 
seventeen-year-old boy whose parents will not permit a lifesaving blood transfusion  
because it conflicts with their beliefs as Jehovah's Witnesses 

Fiction, 2014, 215p. 

City of Fire 

Ellis, Robert 

When a vibrant young woman is found in bed by her hotshot businessman husband, 
carved from belly to throat with a very sharp knife, the elite Robbery-Homicide 
Division of the LAPD responds in full force. Best-case scenario for lead detective 
Lena Gamble: Nikki Brant’s husband killed her, case closed. 
Unfortunately for Lena, she knows that best-case scenarios only happen in the 
movies. As the investigation plays out and a massive forest fire blankets the city with 
acrid smoke, a cloud of conspiracy descends on Lena’s investigation, and she knows 
she’ll have to grind this one out . . . because Nikki Brant’s death just breathed new 
life into more than one closed case . . . because the web of conspiracy is spun more 
intricately than she can possibly imagine . . . and because Lena knows there’s only 
one rock solid rule to murder in L.A.: the deeper you dig, the darker it gets. 

Fiction, 2007, 357p. 

Cloudstreet 

Winton, Tim 

This novel chronicles the lives of two working class Australian families who come to 
live together at One Cloud Street, in a suburb of Perth, over a period of twenty years, 
1943 – 1963: There are the industrious Lambs, who wait on the God of Miracles who 
seems to have foresaken them, and the gambling Pickleses, who prefer to deal with 
the mysteries of Lady Luck and her henchmen. Both aghast at the fates which have 
delivered them to Cloudstreet, and the baffling realisation that they will always 
remain there. 

Fiction, 1991, 426p. 2 Large Print Copies 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perth,_Western_Australia


 

– 16 – 

 

Commonwealth 

Patchett, Ann 

One Sunday afternoon in Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at Franny 
Keating’s christening party uninvited. Before evening falls, he has kissed Franny’s 
mother, Beverly—thus setting in motion the dissolution of their marriages and the 
joining of two families. 
Spanning five decades, Commonwealth explores how this chance encounter 
reverberates through the lives of the four parents and six children involved. Spending 
summers together in Virginia, the Keating and Cousins children forge a lasting bond 
that is based on a shared disillusionment with their parents and the strange and 
genuine affection that grows up between them. 
When, in her twenties, Franny begins an affair with the legendary author Leon Posen 
and tells him about her family, the story of her siblings is no longer hers to control. 
Their childhood becomes the basis for his wildly successful book, ultimately forcing 
them to come to terms with their losses, their guilt, and the deeply loyal connection 
they feel for one another. 

Fiction, 2016, 322p. 

Contract, The 

Hoffman, Brett 

Wall Street star consultant Stella Sartori is very good at her job. So good, in fact, that 
she can’t help but follow up a casual remark made during a routine company 
assessment. It leads her to a dusty old contract in the archives, and within hours she 
is running for her life, taking the file and its cryptic contents with her.  
Fellow Australian Jack Rogers is sent in for damage control, but when he finds 
Stella’s notes, he realises she has stumbled onto a devastating secret. Suddenly it’s 
vital that he finds her before someone else does.  

Fiction, 2009, 474p. 10 copies 

Cooee 

Kelly, Vivienne 

Isabel Weaving appears to be a successful woman. An architect by profession, she’s 
wealthy and independent, and seems to have little to complain about. But Isabel’s 
history is complex, and she is enmeshed in a series of family relationships from 
which she would cheerfully free herself if she could. Everyone, according to Isabel, is 
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unsatisfactory. Her sister is bossy, her ex-husband cold, her children disappoint her 
in one way or another. Only her granddaughter Sophie loves her unconditionally, and 
it is only to Sophie that Isabel can give the same unconditional affection. 

Fiction, 2008, 310p. 10 copies 

Course of Love, The 

De Botton, Alain 

We all know the headiness and excitement of the early days of love. But what comes 
after? In Edinburgh, a couple, Rabih and Kirsten, fall in love. They get married, they 
have children—but no long-term relationship is as simple as “happily ever after.” The 
Course of Love is a novel that explores what happens after the birth of love, what it 
takes to maintain love, and what happens to our original ideals under the pressures 
of an average existence. You experience, along with Rabih and Kirsten, the first flush 
of infatuation, the effortlessness of falling into romantic love, and the course of life 
thereafter. Interwoven with their story and its challenges is an overlay of 
philosophy—an annotation and a guide to what we are reading. 

Fiction, 2016, 240p. 

Danish Girl, The 

Ebershoff, David 

It starts with a question, a simple favour asked by a wife of her husband while both 
are painting in their studio, setting off a transformation neither can anticipate. Uniting 
fact and fiction into an original romantic vision, The Danish Girl eloquently portrays 
the unique intimacy that defines every marriage and the remarkable story of Lili Elbe, 
a pioneer in transgender history, and the woman torn between loyalty to her 
marriage and her own ambitions and desires. 

Fiction, 2015, 336p. 

Da Vinci Code, The 

Brown, Dan   

Harvard Professor Robert Langdon, visiting Paris, is called in when the curator of the 
Louvre is murdered. Alongside the body is a series of baffling ciphers. Langton and a 
gifted French cryptologist, Sophie Neveu, are amazed to find a trail that leads to the 
works of Da Vinci - and beyond. 
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Fiction, 2003, 336 p. 10 copies 

Daughters in law 

Trollope, Joanna   

As Anthony and Rachel Brinkley welcome their third daughter-in-law to the family, 
they don't quite realize the profound shift that is about to take place. For different 
reasons, the Brinkleys' two previous daughters-in-law hadn't been able to resist 
Rachel's maternal control and Anthony's gentle charm and had settled into their 
husbands' family without rocking the boat. But Charlotte – very young, very beautiful, 
and spoiled – has no intention of falling into step with the Brinkleys and wants to 
establish her own household. 

Fiction, 2011, 336 p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Diggers Rest Hotel, The 

McGeachin, Geoffrey 

In 1947, two years after witnessing the death of a young Jewish woman in Poland, 
Charlie Berlin has rejoined the police force a different man. Sent to investigate a 
spate of robberies in rural Victoria, he discovers that World War II has changed even 
the most ordinary of places and people. An ex-bomber pilot, Berlin is struggling to fit 
back in: grappling with post-traumatic stress, the ghosts of his dead crew and his 
futile attempts to numb the pain. 

Fiction, 2010, 316 p. 10 copies 

Dog Boy 

Hornung, Eva 

In a deserted Moscow apartment building four-year-old Romochka waits for Uncle to 
come home. Outside the snow is falling, but after a few days hunger drives 
Romochka outside, his mother’s voice ringing in his ears. Don't talk to strangers. 
Overlooked by passersby, he follows a street dog to her lair in a deserted basement 
at the edge of the city. There he joins four puppies suckling at their mother’s teats.  

Fiction, 2009, 304p.  
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Dreams from my Father 

Obama, Barack 

In this compelling memoir, the son of a black African father and a white American 
mother searches for meaning to his life. It begins in New York, where Barack learns 
that his father – who he knows more as myth than man – has been killed in a car 
accident. This inspires an emotional odyssey – first to a small town in Kansas, from 
which he retraces the migration of his mother’s family to Hawaii, and then to Kenya, 
where he meets the African side of his family, confronts the bitter truth of his father’s 
life, and at last reconciles his divided inheritance. 

Memoir, 2004, 453p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Dressmaker, The 

Ham, Rosalie  

Tilly Dunnage has come home to care for her mad old mother. She left the small 
Victorian town of Dungatar years before, and became an accomplished couturier in 
Paris. Now she earns her living making exquisite frocks for the people who drove her 
away when she was ten. Through the long Dungatar nights, she sits at her sewing 
machine, planning revenge. The Dressmaker is a modern Australian classic, much 
loved for its bittersweet humour. Set in the 1950s, its subjects include haute couture, 
love and hate, and a cast of engagingly eccentric characters.  

Fiction, 2000, 296p.  

Dust that falls from Dreams, The 

De Bernieres, Louis 

In the brief golden years of King Edward VII's reign, Rosie McCosh and her three 
very different sisters are growing up in an eccentric household in Kent, with their 
neighbours the Pitt boys on one side and the Pendennis boys on the other. But their 
days of childhood adventure are shadowed by the approach of war that will engulf 
them on the cusp of adulthood. 
When the boys end up scattered along the Western Front, Rosie faces the 
challenges of life for those left behind. Confused by her love for two young men - one 
an infantry soldier and one a flying ace - she has to navigate her way through 
extraordinary times. Can she, and her sisters, build new lives out of the opportunities 
and devastations that follow the Great War? 
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Fiction, 2015, 515p. 

Eat, Pray, Love 

Gilbert, Elizabeth 

Not long after her thirtieth birthday, on the heels of an ugly divorce, Elizabeth Gilbert 
travelled for a year, to Italy, India, and finally Indonesia. In Italy she wanted to 
explore the art of pleasure (pasta, wine, handsome men speaking a beautiful 
language); in India, devotion (waking at 4.15 am to scrub the Ashram floor); and, the 
last four months she spent in Bali, trying to balance the two. 

Memoir, 2006, 348p. 2 Large Print Copies 

El Dorado 

Porter, Dorothy 

There is a serial child killer stalking the streets of Melbourne. The victims are killed 
gently, lovingly, a gold mark traced on their forehead. This killer doesn’t hate 
children. This killer believes in childhood innocence at any cost. Unflinching and 
morally uncompromising, El Dorado is the story of a friendship under siege, and the 
very long shadows that jealousy and betrayal can cast. It is both a complex thriller 
and a compelling reading experience from Australia’s maverick and most versatile 
poet. 

Verse Novel, 2007, 369p. 

Elegance of the Hedgehog, The 

Barbery, Muriel 

Renée, the concierge in an elegant apartment building in Paris, is witness to the 
lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms to 
every stereotype of the concierge: fat, cantankerous, addicted to television. Yet, 
unbeknownst to her employers, Renée is a cultured autodidact who adores art, 
philosophy, music, and Japanese culture. With humour and intelligence she 
scrutinizes the lives of the building's tenants, who for their part are barely aware of 
her existence. 

Fiction, 2008, 320p. 2 Large Print Copies 
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Emma 

Austen, Jane 

Emma Woodhouse, the eponymous heroine is endowed with wealth, good-looks, 
prestige and is well aware of how clever she is. Emma is the story of the self-styled 
protagonist's gradual realisation of her own lack of self-knowledge. Along the way 
there is heartbreak, romance and detailed, subtle character portraiture. It is widely 
considered to be Austen's finest work and the one which most fulfils her ambition to 
present the lives of a small community of "3 or 4 families in a Country Village" 
realistically and excitingly. 

Fiction, 1816, 432p. 2 Large Print Copies 

English Passengers 

Kneale, Matthew 

Determined to prove the literal truth of the Bible against atheist geologists, the 
Reverend Geoffrey Wilson sets out from England, in the summer of 1857, with an 
expedition to find the Garden of Eden, which he is convinced lies on the island of 
Tasmania. Others in the party have very different, more sinister agendas. To 
complicate matters further, the ship Wilson has chartered, is an ill-starred smuggling 
vessel, its hidden compartments filled with contraband brandy and tobacco.  

Fiction, 2001, 480p.  

Eucalyptus 

Bail, Murray 

Eucalyptus is Bail's best and most moving novel. It is both a modern fairy tale and an 
unpredictable love story played out against the spearing light and broken shadows of 
country Australia. Its intricate narrative is interwoven with ideas about art, feminine 
beauty, landscape and language. Haunting and mesmeric, Eucalyptus illuminates 
the nature of story-telling itself. 

Fiction, 1998, 255p.  
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Everything is Illuminated 

Safran Foer, Jonathan 

A young man sets out to find the woman who might or might not have saved his 
grandfather from the Nazis. Accompanied by an old man haunted by memories of 
the war and an amorous dog named Sammy Davis Junior. Junior and the 
unforgettable Alex, a young Ukrainian translator who speaks in a sublimely 
butchered English, Jonathan is led on a quixotic journey over a devastated 
landscape and into an unexpected past. 

Fiction, 2002, 276p.  

Everywhere I Look 

Garner, Helen 

Spanning fifteen years of work, Everywhere I Look is a book full of unexpected 
moments, sudden shafts of light, piercing intuition, flashes of anger and incidental 
humour. It takes us from backstage at the ballet to the trial of a woman for the 
murder of her newborn baby. It moves effortlessly from the significance of moving 
house to the pleasure of re-reading Pride and Prejudice. 
Everywhere I Look includes Garner's famous and controversial essay on the insults 
of age, her deeply moving tribute to her mother and extracts from her diaries, which 
have been part of her working life for as long as she has been a writer. Everywhere I 
Look glows with insight. It is filled with the wisdom of life. 

Essays/Non-Fiction, 2016, 272p. 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close 

Safran Foer, Jonathan 

Meet Oskar Schell, an inventor, Francophile, tambourine player, Shakespearean 
actor, jeweler, and pacifist. He is nine years old. And he is on an urgent, secret 
search through the five boroughs of New York. His mission is to find the lock that fits 
a mysterious key belonging to his father, who died in the World Trade Center on 
9/11. 

Fiction, 2006, 326p. 2 Large Print Copies 
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Eye of the Sheep, The 

Laguna, Sofie 

Meet Jimmy Flick. He's not like other kids. He finds a lot of the adult world impossible 
to understand - especially why his Dad gets so angry with him. Jimmy's mother 
Paula is the only one who can manage him. She teaches him how to count sheep so 
that he can fall sleep. She holds him tight enough to stop his cells spinning. It is only 
Paula who can keep Jimmy out of his father's way. But when Jimmy's world falls 
apart, he has no one else to turn to. He alone has to navigate the unfathomable 
world and make things right. 

Fiction, 2014, 308p. 

Eyrie 

Winton, Tim 

Eyrie tells the story of Tom Keely, a man who's lost his bearings in middle age and is 
now holed up in a flat at the top of a grim highrise, looking down on the world he’s 
fallen out of love with. He's cut himself off, until one day he runs into some 
neighbours: a woman he used to know when they were kids, and her introverted 
young boy. The encounter shakes him up in a way that he doesn't understand. 
Despite himself, Keely lets them in. What follows is a heart-stopping, groundbreaking 
novel for our times, funny, confronting, exhilarating and haunting, populated by 
unforgettable characters. It asks how, in an impossibly compromised world, we can 
ever hope to do the right thing. 

Fiction, 2013, 423p.  

Fairy Tale, A 

Bengtsson, Jonas T 

In a Europe without borders, where social norms have become fragile, a son must 
confront the sins of his father and grandfather, and invent new strategies for survival 
A young boy grows up with a loving father who has little respect for the law. They are 
always on the run, and as they move from place to place, the boy is often distraught 
to leave behind new friendships. Because it would be dicey for him to go to school, 
his anarchistic father gives him an unconventional education intended to contradict 
as much as possible the teachings of his own father, a preacher and a pervert. Ten 
years later, when the boy is entering adulthood, with a fake name and a monotonous 
job, he tries to conform to the demands of ordinary life, but the lessons of the past 
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thwart his efforts, and questions about his father's childhood cannot be left 
unanswered 

Fiction, 2014, 405p.  

Farewell to Arms, A 

Hemmingway, Ernest 

Lieutenant Frederic Henry, a young American ambulance driver with the Italian army 
during World War I, takes leave from the front. When he returns, he meets and 
quickly falls in love with Catherine Barkley, an English nurse’s aide in the town’s 
British hospital. She mourns the death of her fiancé from the war last year, and she 
eagerly enters the pleasurable diversion the game of love offers with Henry. Henry, 
too, is revived by love after the horror he has seen of war. 

Fiction, 1929, 336p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Farewell to the Father 

Elliott, Tim 

Towards the end of his first serious suicide attempts, my father said the strangest 
thing to me... 
Growing up in 1970s Sydney, Tim Elliott had a loving stay-at-home mum, a 
professional father, three siblings, a private school education and endless 
opportunities to fish and surf at the nearby beaches. 
But this was not the idyllic childhood it appeared. A charismatic, well-respected 
doctor by day, Tim's father became a roaring madman at night. 
The house was our castle, and Dad was our king. He was an unpredictable king, 
tyrannous and moody, lethal one day, loving the next. 
This is an extraordinary memoir of growing up with a parent afflicted by mental 
illness: a complex elegy, powerfully told, loaded with love, rage and surprising 
humour. It is about the lengths children will go to protect themselves - and their 
families - from shame or harm, and how adapting to that adversity becomes and 
intractable part of who we are as adults. 

Memoir, 2016, 336p. 
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Fault in our Stars, The 

Green, John 

Hazel Grace Lancaster, a 16-year-old with thyroid cancer that has spread to her 
lungs, attends a cancer patient support group at her mother's behest. During the 
support meeting, Hazel meets a 17-year-old boy named Augustus Waters, whose 
osteosarcoma caused him to lose his leg. The two bond immediately and agree to 
read each other's favorite novels. 
Augustus gives Hazel The Price of Dawn, and Hazel recommends An Imperial 
Affliction, a novel written by Peter Van Houten about a cancer-stricken girl named 
Anna that parallels Hazel's own experience. After Augustus finishes reading her 
book, he is frustrated upon learning that the novel ends abruptly without a 
conclusion. Hazel explains the novel's author had retreated following the novel's 
publication and has not been heard from since. 

Teen, Fiction, 2012 318p.  

Fence, The 

Jaffe, Meredeth 

Gwen Hill has lived on Green Valley Avenue all her adult life. Here she brought her 
babies home, nurtured her garden and shared life's ups and downs with her best 
friend and neighbour, Babs. So when Babs dies and the house next door is sold, 
Gwen wonders how the new family will fit settle into the quiet life of this cosy 
community. 
Francesca Desmarchelliers has high hopes for the house on Green Valley Avenue. 
More than just a new home, it's a clean slate for Frankie, who has moved her brood 
from Sydney's inner city to the leafy north shore street in a bid to save her marriage 
and keep her rambunctious family together. 
To maintain her privacy and corral her wandering children, Frankie proposes a fence 
between their properties, destroying Gwen's lovingly cultivated front garden. 
To Gwen, this as an act of war. 

Fiction, 2016, 368p. 

Flesh Wounds 

Glover, Richard 

Richard Glover's favourite dinner party game is called 'Who's Got the Weirdest 
Parents?'. It's a game he always thinks he'll win. There was his mother, a deluded 
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snob, who made up large swathes of her past and who ran away with Richard's 
English teacher, a Tolkien devotee, nudist and stuffed-toy collector. There was his 
father, a distant alcoholic, who ran through a gamut of wives, yachts and failed 
dreams. And there was Richard himself, a confused teenager, vulnerable to strange 
men, trying to find a family he could belong to. As he eventually accepted, the only 
way to make sense of the present was to go back to the past - but beware of what 
you might find there. Truth can leave wounds - even if they are only flesh wounds. 
Part poignant family memoir, part rollicking venture into a 1970s Australia, this is a 
book for anyone who's wondered if their family is the oddest one on the planet. The 
answer: 'No'. There is always something stranger out there. 

Memoir, 2015, 304p. 

Flight Behaviour 

Kingsolver, Barbara 

Dellarobia Turnbow is a mother of young children, trapped in claustrophobic rural 
poverty. Her husband, Cub – whom she married as a pregnant teenager – is a kind 
but passive man who cedes all decisions to his domineering parents who own the 
sheep farm where they all live and work. Fantasies of illicit affairs lead her to a 
discovery that she wouldn’t have imagined. 

Fiction, 2012, 320p.  

Floating Brothel, The 

Rees, Siân 

The convict ship, Lady Julian set sail from England in 1789 and arrived in Australia’s 
Botany Bay a year later. The women onboard, most of them petty criminals, were 
destined for New South Wales to provide its hordes of lonely men with sexual 
favours as well as progeny. At the heart of the story is the passionate relationship 
between Sarah Whitelam, a convict, and the ship’s steward, John Nicol, whose 
personal journals provided much of the material for this book. Along the way, Rees 
brings the vibrant, bawdy world of London vividly to life. 

Fiction, 2001, 248p.  
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Fly Away Peter 

Malouf, David 

A work of lingering beauty and emotional resonance. As Jim Saddler introduces his 
young employer to the ways of swamp wildlife, the lines of class and education 
dissolve in a brief space of time on the edge of the 20th century. We next find the 
two in the trenches of France, struggling to retain the world and self each has left 
behind – but may never see again. 

Fiction, 1981, 134p.  

Flying with Paper Wings: reflections on living with 
madness 

Jeffs, Sandy 

Sandy Jeffs was raised in Ballarat in a family torn apart by alcoholism and violence. 
Sandy was also the victim of a sexual assault at the age of 13. When she left home 
to go to university in 1972, she was poised to enter a more hopeful phase, but dark 
forces were gathering. Sinister voices inside her head began to abuse and threaten 
her, and she became delusional and lost. It was the beginning of the onset of 
schizophrenia. After many stints in Larundel psychiatric hospital, life was going 
nowhere until another voice began to speak to her – the voice of poetry. That and the 
loyalty of friends helped Sandy to deal with her madness.  

Memoir, 2009, 270p. 10 copies 

Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence 

Pilkington, Doris 

Based on a true story, the book is a personal account of an Indigenous Australian 
family’s experiences as members of the ‘Stolen Generation’ – the forced removal of 
mixed-caste children from their families during the early 20th century. It tells the story 
of three young Aboriginal girls: Molly, Daisy and their cousin Gracie, who escape 
from a government settlement in 1931 and trek over 1,600 kilometres home by 
following the rabbit-proof fence, a massive pest-exclusion fence which crossed 
Western Australia from north to south. 

Fiction, 1996, 133p.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australians
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stolen_Generation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pest-exclusion_fence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Australia
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Gathering, The 

Enright, Anne 

The nine surviving children of the Hegarty clan are gathering in Dublin for the wake 
of their wayward brother, Liam, drowned in the sea. His sister, Veronica, collects the 
body and keeps the dead man company, guarding the secret she shares with him – 
an event in their grandmother’s house in 1968. Enright traces the line of betrayal and 
redemption through three generations. It is a novel about love and disappointment, 
about how memories warp and secrets fester, and how fate is written in the body, not 
in the stars. 

Fiction, 2007, 261p.  

Girl on the Landing, The 

Torday, Paul 

Michael experiences a series of incidents that lead him to question his grip on reality. 
His wife Elizabeth is unsettled by the changes she sees in a man she originally 
married because he was dependable and steady, not because she loved him. 
Suddenly she is aware that she has never really known Michael and as he changes, 
she sees glimpses of someone she could fall in love with. 

Fiction, 2009, 304p. 

Girl on the Train, The 

Hawkins, Paula 

EVERYDAY THE SAME 
Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will wait at the 
same signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens. She’s even started to feel 
like she knows the people who live in one of the houses. ‘Jess and Jason’, she calls 
them. Their life – as she sees it – is perfect. If only Rachel could be that happy. 
UNTIL TODAY 
And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, 
but it’s enough. 
Now everything’s changed. Now Rachel has a chance to become a part of the lives 
she’s only watched from afar. 
Now they’ll see; she’s much more than just the girl on the train… 

Fiction, 2015, 316p. 
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Girl with the Dogs, The 

Funder, Anna 

The Girl with the Dogs is a poignantly beautiful novella about what's really precious 
in life, from Miles Franklin Award-winning Anna Funder, author of All That I Am Amid 
the debris of their friends' marriages, Tess and Dan have hit the middle years 
relatively unscathed. But Tess senses she's at a hinge moment, poised between the 
life she thought she wanted and the one she long ago decided against. The 
demands of her Sydney family seem unrelenting: an uneasy teenage daughter, a 
father who has just been placed in care, the impending sale of her childhood home. 
Sent to London for a conference, she's unable to resist the pull of that relinquished 
life. What, she wonders, would it be like now? And might it have suited her better 
after all? Deceptively concise, moving and elegant 

Fiction/Short Story, 2014, 56p. 

Go Set a Watchman 

Lee, Harper 

From Harper Lee comes a landmark new novel set two decades after her beloved 
Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece, To Kill a Mockingbird. Maycomb, Alabama. 
Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch--"Scout"--returns home from New York City to 
visit her aging father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights tensions and 
political turmoil that were transforming the South, Jean Louise's homecoming turns 
bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town 
and the people dearest to her. Memories from her childhood flood back, and her 
values and assumptions are thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the iconic 
characters from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a 
young woman, and a world, in a painful yet necessary transition out of the illusions of 
the past--a journey that can be guided only by one's conscience. Written in the mid-
1950s, Go Set a Watchman imparts a fuller, richer understanding and appreciation of 
Harper Lee. Here is an unforgettable novel of wisdom, humanity, passion, humor and 
effortless precision--a profoundly affecting work of art that is both wonderfully 
evocative of another era and relevant to our own times. It not only confirms the 
enduring brilliance of To Kill a Mockingbird, but also serves as its essential 
companion, adding depth, context and new meaning to an American classic. 

Fiction, 2015, 278p. 
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Golden Age, The 

London, Joan 

He felt like a pirate landing on an island of little maimed animals. A great wave had 
swept them up and dumped them here. All of them, like him, stranded, wanting to go 
home. It is 1954 and thirteen-year-old Frank Gold, refugee from wartime Hungary, is 
learning to walk again after contracting polio in Australia.  
At the Golden Age Children's Polio Convalescent Hospital in Perth, he sees Elsa, a 
fellow-patient, and they form a forbidden, passionate bond. The Golden Age 
becomes the little world that reflects the larger one, where everything occurs, love 
and desire, music, death, and poetry. Where children must learn that they are alone, 
even within their families.  
Written in Joan London's customary clear-eyed prose, The Golden Age evokes a 
time past and a yearning for deep connection. It is a rare and precious gem of a book 
from one of Australia's finest novelists. 

Fiction, 2014, 256p. 

Goldfinch, The 

Tartt, Donna 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction 2014 Aged thirteen, Theo Decker, son of a 
devoted mother and a reckless, largely absent father, survives an accident that 
otherwise tears his life apart. Alone and rudderless in New York, he is taken in by the 
family of a wealthy friend. He is tormented by an unbearable longing for his mother, 
and down the years clings to the thing that most reminds him of her: a small, 
strangely captivating painting that ultimately draws him into the criminal underworld. 
As he grows up, Theo learns to glide between the drawing rooms of the rich and the 
dusty antiques store where he works. He is alienated and in love - and his talisman, 
the painting, places him at the centre of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle. 
The Goldfinch is a haunted odyssey through present-day America and a drama of 
enthralling power.  

Fiction, 2013, 771p. 

Gone Girl 

Flynn, Gillian 

On the morning of his fifth wedding anniversary, Nick's wife Amy suddenly 
disappears. The police immediately suspect Nick. Amy's friends reveal that she was 



 

– 31 – 

 

afraid of him, that she kept secrets from him. He swears it isn't true. A police 
examination of his computer shows strange searches. He says they aren't his. And 
then there are the persistent calls on his mobile phone. So what really did happen to 
Nick's beautiful wife?  

Fiction, 2012, 304p.  

Good Parents, The 

London, Joan 

Pacy and enthralling, The Good Parents is at once a vision of contemporary 
Australia and a story as old as fairytales: that of a runaway girl. As Toni and Jacob 
search for Maya in Melbourne, everything in their lives is brought into question. They 
recall the yearning and dreams, the betrayals and choices of their pasts. With Maya’s 
disappearance, the lives of all those close to her come into focus, to reveal the 
complexity of the ties that bind us to one another, to parents, children, siblings, 
friends and lovers.  

Fiction, 2008, 351p.  

Good People, The 

Kent, Hannah 

Nóra Leahy has lost her daughter and her husband in the same year, and is now 
burdened with the care of her four-year-old grandson, Micheál. The boy cannot walk, 
or speak, and Nora, mistrustful of the tongues of gossips, has kept the child hidden 
from those who might see in his deformity evidence of otherworldly interference. 
Unable to care for the child alone, Nóra hires a fourteen-year-old servant girl, Mary, 
who soon hears the whispers in the valley about the blasted creature causing grief to 
fall upon the widow's house. 
Alone, hedged in by rumour, Mary and her mistress seek out the only person in the 
valley who might be able to help Micheál. For although her neighbours are wary of 
her, it is said that old Nance Roche has the knowledge. That she consorts 
with Them, the Good People. And that only she can return those whom they have 
taken... 

Fiction, 2016, 384p. 
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Goodwood 

Throsby, Holly 

Goodwood is a small town where everyone knows everything about everyone. It's a 
place where it's impossible to keep a secret. 
In 1992, when Jean Brown is seventeen, a terrible thing happens. Two terrible 
things. Rosie White, the coolest girl in town, vanishes overnight. One week later, 
Goodwood's most popular resident, Bart McDonald, sets off on a fishing trip and 
never comes home. 
People die in Goodwood, of course, but never like this. They don't just disappear. 
As the intensity of speculation about the fates of Rosie and Bart heightens, Jean, 
who is keeping secrets of her own, and the rest of Goodwood are left reeling. 

Fiction, 2016, 304p. 

Great Australian Eulogies 

Walsh, Richard 

Richard Walsh has drawn together some of the most inspiring and touching eulogies 
ever given in Australia – tributes to both the famous and the obscure; to the old, of 
course, and the very young; and to one who is actually still very much alive. The 
eulogists in this collection include Richie Benaud speaking in the Adelaide Cathedral 
at the funeral of Sir Donald Bradman, Jacki Weaver at the funeral of her former lover 
Richard Wherrett, and Andrew Denton on Don Chipp. 

Anthology, 2008, 216p.  

Great Gatsby, The 

Fitzgerald, F. Scott 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby brilliantly captures the disillusion of a society 
obsessed with wealth and status. Young, handsome and fabulously rich, Jay Gatsby 
appears to have it all, yet he yearns for the one thing that will always be out of his 
reach, the absence of which renders his life of glittering parties and bright young 
things ultimately hollow. 

Fiction, 1925, 240p.  
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Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, The 

Shaffer, Mary Ann 

January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and 
writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Juliet begins a remarkable 
correspondence with the society’s members, learning about their island, their taste in 
books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had on their lives. 
Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds changes 
her forever.  

Fiction, 2008, 273p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Guide to Berlin, A 

Jones, Gail  

‘A Guide to Berlin' is the name of a short story written by Vladimir Nabokov in 1925, 
when he was a young man of 26, living in Berlin. A group of six international 
travellers, two Italians, two Japanese, an American and an Australian, meet in empty 
apartments in Berlin to share stories and memories. Each is enthralled in some way 
to the work of Vladimir Nabokov, and each is finding their way in deep winter in a 
haunted city. A moment of devastating violence shatters the group, and changes the 
direction of everyone's story. Brave and brilliant, A Guide to Berlin traces the strength 
and fragility of our connections through biographies and secrets 

Fiction, 2015, 262p. 

Half a Yellow Sun  

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi 

With astonishing empathy and the effortless grace of a natural storyteller, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie weaves together the lives of three characters swept up 
in the turbulence of the1960s. Thirteen-year-old houseboy, Ugwu, Olanna, beautiful 
mistress to the professor and Richard a shy young Englishman in thrall to Olanna's 
twin sister. As Nigerian troops advance and the three must run for their lives, their 
ideals are severely tested, as are their loyalties to one another. 

Fiction, 2006, 448p.  
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Handle with Care 

Picoult, Jodi 

Expectant parents will tell you that they don’t want a perfect baby, just a healthy one. 
Charlotte and Sean O’Keefe aren’t given the choice. Instead, their lives are made up 
of sleepless nights, mounting bills, the pitying stares of luckier parents, and maybe 
worst of all, the what-ifs. But it’s all worth it because Willow is, strangely, perfect. 
She’s smart as a whip, on her way to being as pretty as her mother, kind, brave, and 
for a five-year-old an unexpectedly deep source of wisdom. Willow is Willow, in 
sickness and in health. 

Fiction, 2009, 477p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Happiest Refugee, The 

Do, Anh   

Anh Do nearly didn't make it to Australia. His entire family came close to losing their 
lives on the sea as they escaped from war-torn Vietnam in an overcrowded boat. But 
nothing – not murderous pirates, nor the imminent threat of death by hunger, disease 
or dehydration as they drifted for days – could quench their desire to make a better 
life in the country they had dreamed about. 

Biography, 2011, 240p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Hare with Amber Eyes, The 

De Waal, Edmund   

An extraordinary, moving memoir and detective story as de Waal discovers both the 
story of the netsuke (Japanese carvings) and of his family, the Ephrussis, over five 
generations. A nineteenth-century banking dynasty in Paris and Vienna, the 
Ephrussis were as rich and respected as the Rothchilds. Yet by the end of the World 
War II, when the netsuke were hidden from the Nazis in Vienna, this collection of 
very small carvings was all that remained of their vast empire. 

Memoir, 2010, 354p.  



 

– 35 – 

 

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 

Thorne, Jack 

Based on an original new story by J.K. Rowling, Jack Thorne and John Tiffany, a 
new play by Jack Thorne, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is the eighth story in the 
Harry Potter series and the first official Harry Potter story to be presented on stage.  
It was always difficult being Harry Potter and it isn’t much easier now that he is an 
overworked employee of the Ministry of Magic, a husband and father of three school-
age children. 
While Harry grapples with a past that refuses to stay where it belongs, his youngest 
son Albus must struggle with the weight of a family legacy he never wanted. As past 
and present fuse ominously, both father and son learn the uncomfortable truth: 
sometimes, darkness comes from unexpected places.  

Play, 2016, 343p. 

Hazel’s Journey 

Pieters-Hawk, Sue & Flynn, Hazel  

In November 2003 she revealed that she was facing her greatest challenge- 
Alzheimer’s disease. Her courage and determination in the face of this cruel turn of 
fate touched millions. Now comes the full, inside story of Hazel’s journey with 
Alzheimer’s told by her daughter Sue. 

Biography, 2004, 306 p. 10 copies 

Help, The 

Stockett, Kathryn   

In Jackson, Mississippi, in 1962, there are lines that are not crossed. With the civil 
rights movement exploding all around them, three women start a movement of their 
own, forever changing a town and the way women -- black and white, mothers and 
daughters – view one another.  
Reader Review: This book was excellent. An easy read with three narrators. This 
gives you a glimpse of a life of the "help" in Mississippi and the relationship between 
black and white during the Civil Rights Movement. 

Fiction, 2011, 451p.  
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Heritage 

Nunn, Judy 

The mighty Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme, regarded by many as the 
greatest engineering feat of the 20th Century, was built with pride from the sweat and 
blood of displaced people. They were called New Australians. People of all races 
and creeds tunneled through a mountain range and turned the course of a mighty 
river as they sought to put to rest the ghosts from the inferno of their past. 

Fiction, 2007, 572p. 

High Mountains of Portugal, The 

Martel, Yann 

In Lisbon in 1904, a young man named Tomás discovers an old journal. It hints at 
the existence of an extraordinary artifact that--if he can find it--would redefine history. 
Traveling in one of Europe's earliest automobiles, he sets out in search of this 
strange treasure. Thirty-five years later, a Portuguese pathologist devoted to the 
murder mysteries of Agatha Christie finds himself at the center of a mystery of his 
own and drawn into the consequences of Tomás's quest. Fifty years on, a Canadian 
senator takes refuge in his ancestral village in northern Portugal, grieving the loss of 
his beloved wife. But he arrives with an unusual companion: a chimpanzee. And 
there the century-old quest will come to an unexpected conclusion 

Fiction, 2016, 332p. 

Historian, The 

Kostova, Elizabeth 

In this riveting debut novel, a young girl discovers her father’s darkest secret and 
embarks on a harrowing journey across Europe to complete the quest he never 
could – the quest to find history’s most legendary fiend: Dracula. 

Fiction, 2005, 718p. 
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Horse Boy, The 

Isaacson, Rupert 

A heartbreaking, exhilarating story of Rowan's autism and his parents' journey of 
hope. As they watch their only child recede into a nightmare of isolation punctuated 
by episodes of incandescent rage, Rupert discovers two things that seem to pull 
Rowan back towards them. His uncanny, almost spiritual, connection with horses, 
and the spontaneous bond he appears to form with some traditional healers visiting 
from indigenous communities.  
So a plan begins to form. The desperate, crazy plan of taking Rowan on an 
expedition to a place where horses and traditional healing – shamanism – come 
together as a cultural whole: Mongolia. 

Memoir, 2009, 320p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

Ford, Jamie 

In 1986, Henry Lee joins a crowd outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to 
Seattle's Japan town. It has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner 
has discovered the belongings of Japanese families who were sent to internment 
camps during World War II. As the owner unfurls a Japanese parasol, Henry, a 
Chinese American, remembers a young Japanese American girl from his childhood 
in the 1940s,Keiko Okabe, with whom he forged a bond of friendship and innocent 
love that transcended the prejudices of their Old World ancestors. After Keiko and 
her family were evacuated to the internment camps, she and Henry could only hope 
that their promise to each other would be kept. 

Fiction, 2009, 368p.  

Household Guide to Dying, The 

Adelaide, Debra 

Delia is dying of breast cancer. As she ties up loose ends and reflects on her life so 
far, she finds herself haunted by her stay in a small northern NSW town, Amethyst, 
where she arrived as a pregnant single mother-to-be, and the tragic events that took 
place there, decades ago. She has decided to face death the most practical way she 
knows how: writing a book about it, her final one: The Household Guide to Dying. 

Fiction, 2008, 386p. 2 Large Print Copies 

http://yprl.bibliocommons.com/search?q=%22Adelaide%2C+Debra%22&search_category=author&t=author
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Hundred-Year-Old Man who Climbed out of the 
Window and Disappeared, The 

Jonas, Jonasson 

It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting quietly in his 
room in an old people’s home, he is waiting for the party he-never-wanted-anyway to 
begin. The Mayor is going to be there. The press is going to be there. But, as it turns 
out, Allan is not… Slowly but surely Allan climbs out of his bedroom window, into the 
flowerbed (in his slippers) and makes his getaway. And so begins his picaresque and 
unlikely journey involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of cash, and 
incompetent police. As his escapades unfold, we learn something of Allan’s earlier 
life in which – remarkably – he helped to make the atom bomb, became friends with 
American presidents, Russian tyrants, and Chinese leaders, and was a participant 
behind the scenes in many key events of the twentieth century. Already a huge 
bestseller across Europe, The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the 
Window and Disappeared is a fun and feel-good book for all ages. 

Fiction, 2012, p396 

Husband’s Secret, The 

Moriarty, Liane 

Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, 
too, that the letter contains his deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential 
to destroy not just the life you built together, but the lives of others as well. Imagine, 
then, that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. 
Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she’s an incredibly successful 
businesswoman, a pillar of her small community, and a devoted wife and mother. 
Her life is as orderly and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change 
everything, and not just for her: Rachel and Tess barely know Cecilia—or each 
other—but they too are about to feel the earth-shattering repercussions of her 
husband’s secret. 
Acclaimed author Liane Moriarty has written a gripping, thought-provoking novel 
about how well it is really possible to know our spouses—and, ultimately, ourselves. 

Fiction, 2013, 396p. 
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I Am Pilgrim 

Hayes, Terry 

A breakneck race against time...and an implacable enemy. 
An anonymous young woman murdered in a run-down hotel, all identifying 
characteristics dissolved by acid.  
A father publicly beheaded in the blistering heat of a Saudi Arabian public square.  
A notorious Syrian biotech expert found eyeless in a Damascus junkyard.  
Smoldering human remains on a remote mountainside in Afghanistan.  
A flawless plot to commit an appalling crime against humanity.  
One path links them all, and only one man can make the journey. 
Pilgrim. 

Fiction, 2014, 612p. 

I Know this Much is True 

Lamb, Wally 

Domenick Birdsey is having a rough life ... he grew up protecting his twin brother 
Thomas from an abusive step-father, and from the rest of the cruel world. Now 
Dominick is still trying to protect Thomas after a paranoid schizophrenic episode in 
which he has cut off his hand and been placed in a maximum security mental 
institution. As he tries to deal with his brother’s problems, his own problems 
encroach upon him and he can no longer cope. He begins counsel with his brother’s 
doctor ... and begins a journey of self-discovery and acceptance. 

Fiction, 1998, 901p. 11 copies 

In Cold Blood 

Capote, Truman 

A nonfiction novel that details the brutal 1959 murders of Herbert Clutter, a 
successful farmer from Holcomb, Kansas, his wife, and two of their four children. 
Before the killers were captured, Capote decided to travel to Kansas and write about 
the crime. He was accompanied by his childhood friend and fellow author Nelle 
Harper Lee, and together they interviewed local residents and investigators assigned 
to the case and took thousands of pages of notes. The killers, Richard "Dick" Hickock 
and Perry Smith, were arrested some six weeks after the murders, and Capote 
ultimately spent six years working on the book. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holcomb,_Kansas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Hickock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perry_Smith_(murderer)
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Non-fiction, 1966, 343p.  

Infiltration: the story of the man who cracked the 
mafia 

McLaren, Colin 

Infiltration is a true crime memoir that exposes the crossroads of ambition and fate. It 
is also a uniquely personal exploration of the closeness between a father and 
daughter. This is a story of the importance of family, the struggle for justice and the 
burning desire to achieve an ideal. As McLaren charts his way through a life much 
less normal than most, he ultimately discovers himself through both success and 
failure. 

Crime/Memoir, 2009, 291p. 10 copies 

Inheritance of Loss, The 

Desai, Kiran 

In a crumbling, isolated house at the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga lives an embittered 
old judge who wants to retire in peace when his orphaned granddaughter Sai arrives 
on his doorstep. The judge's cook watches over her, but his thoughts are with his 
son, Biju, hopscotching from one New York restaurant job to another, trying to stay a 
step ahead of the INS. When a Nepalese insurgency in the mountains threatens 
Sai's new-sprung romance with her Nepali tutor and throws their lives into chaos, 
they, too, are forced to confront their colliding interests. 

Fiction, 2006, 384p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Into the Woods: the battle for Tasmania’s forests 

Krien, Anna 

For many years, the Tasmanian wilderness has been the site of a fierce struggle 
over the future of old-growth forests. Loggers and police face off with protesters deep 
in the forest, while savage political games are played in the courts and parliaments. 
In Into the Woods, Anna Krien, armed with a notebook, a sleeping bag and a rusty 
sedan, ventures behind the battle lines to see what it is like to risk everything for a 
cause.  

Non-fiction, 2010, 302p. 10 copies 
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Island Home: a landscape memoir 

Winton, Tim 

Island Home is the story of how that relationship with the Australian landscape came 
to be, and how it has determined his ideas, his writing and his life. It is also a 
passionate exhortation for all of us to feel the ground beneath our feet. Much more 
powerfully than a political idea, or an economy, Australia is a physical entity. Where 
we are defines who we are, in ways we too often forget to our detriment, and the 
country's. 
Wise, rhapsodic, exalted - Island Home is not just a brilliant, moving insight into the 
life and art of one of our finest writers, but a compelling investigation into the way our 
country makes us who we are. 

Biography, 2015, 239p.  

Jamaica Inn 

Du Maurier, Daphne 

Written in 1936, Jamaica Inn is a historical, romantic story. In 1939 Alfred Hitchcock 
co-produced a film of the book with Charles Laughton, who also starred in the 
leading role. Jamaica Inn is set in eighteenth century Cornwall, when the moors were 
a wild place. Lonely farmhouses provided good hideaways for smugglers and 
robbers. The deadly bogs were treacherous places. It is all very different from the 
lush gentleness of the Helford Valley that has been home to the book’s heroine, 
Mary Yellan for her 23 years. 

Historical Romance, 1936, 351p.  

Jane Eyre 

Bronte, Charlotte 

Charlotte Brontë’s impassioned novel is the love story of Jane Eyre, a plain yet 
spirited governess, and her employer, the arrogant, brooding Mr. Rochester. 
Published in 1847 under the pseudonym Currer Bell, the book heralded a new kind 
of heroine – one whose virtuous integrity, keen intellect, and tireless perseverance 
broke through class barriers to win equal stature with the man she loved. Jane Eyre 
is still regarded, over a century later, as one of the finest novels in English literature. 

Fiction, 1847, 560p. 2 Large Print Copies  
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Jasper Jones 

Silvey, Craig 

Late on a hot summer night in the tail end of 1965, Charlie Bucktin, a precocious and 
bookish boy of thirteen, is startled by an urgent knock on the window of his sleepout. 
His visitor is Jasper Jones, an outcast in the regional mining town of Corrigan. 

Fiction, 2009, 299p. 

Joe Cinque’s Consolation 

Garner, Helen 

In October 1997, a clever young student at the ANU murdered her boyfriend. She 
and her best friend were later charged with murder. Garner followed the trial in the 
ACT Supreme Court. Focusing on how and why Joe Cinque died, this book probes 
the gap between ethics and law, explores conscience, culpability and more. 

Non-fiction, 2004, 328p.  

Kite Runner, The 

Hosseini, Khaled 

In a divided country on the verge of war, two childhood friends, Amir and Hassan, 
are about to be torn apart forever. It’s a glorious afternoon in Kabul and the skies are 
bursting with the exhilarating joy of a kite-fighting tournament. But in the aftermath of 
the day’s victory, one boy’s fearful act of betrayal will mark their lives forever. Now, 
after 20 years of living in America, Amir returns to a perilous Afghanistan under the 
Taliban’s iron-fisted rule to face the secrets that still haunt him and attempts to set 
things right. 

Fiction, 2003, 324p. 2 Large Print Copies  

Lady Chatterley’s Lover 

Lawrence, D H 

Constance Reid marries Sir Clifford Chatterley in 1917 only to have him wounded in 
the war and confined to a wheelchair soon afterwards. After a brief affair with 
Michaelis the playwright that leaves her unsatisfied, Lady Chatterley enjoys an 
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extremely passionate relationship with Oliver Mellors, the gamekeeper on their 
estate. Her becomes pregnant by Mellors and goes to Venice to disguise the true 
parentage of the child. The truth is eventually uncovered and the novel ends with a 
sense of fulfillment for both Lady Chatterley and Mellors although the situation is 
never fully resolved.  

Fiction, 1928, 195p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Lake House, The 

Morton, Kate 

The morning after the Edevane's exclusive Midsummer Eve party in Cornwall in 
1933, their youngest child, Theo, is nowhere to be found. After months of futile 
searching, the family pack up and leave their beautiful country home, never to return. 
Until, in 2003, a young female police officer stumbles into the lost gardens 
surrounding the abandoned house and determines to find out what happened. 

Fiction, 2015, 595p. 

LaRose 

Erdrich, Louise 

North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the 
property bordering his own. He shoots with easy confidence—but when the buck 
springs away, Landreaux realizes he’s hit something else, a blur he saw as he 
squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his 
neighbor’s five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. 
The youngest child of his friend and neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends 
with Landreaux’s five-year-old son, LaRose. The two families have always been 
close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into town; their children played together 
despite going to different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is half-sister to 
Dusty’s mother, Nola. Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an 
Ojibwe tribe tradition—the sweat lodge—for guidance, and finds a way forward. 
Following an ancient means of retribution, he and Emmaline will give LaRose to the 
grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son now,” they tell them. 
LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola 
dotes on him, keeping her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new “sister,” 
Maggie, welcomes him as a co-conspirator who can ease her volatile mother’s 
terrifying moods. Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with his birth family, whose 
sorrow mirrors the Raviches’ own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the linchpin 
linking the Irons and the Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. 
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Fiction, 2016, 372p. 

Last Painting of Sara De Vos, The 

Smith, Dominic 

In 1631, Sara de Vos is admitted as a master painter to the Guild of St. Luke's in 
Holland, the first woman to be so recognized. Three hundred years later, only one 
work attributed to de Vos is known to remain--a haunting winter scene, At the Edge 
of a Wood, which hangs over the bed of a wealthy descendant of the original owner. 
An Australian grad student, Ellie Shipley, struggling to stay afloat in New York, 
agrees to paint a forgery of the landscape, a decision that will haunt her. Because 
now, half a century later, she's curating an exhibit of female Dutch painters, and both 
versions threaten to arrive. As the three threads intersect, The Last Painting of Sara 
de Vos mesmerizes while it grapples with the demands of the artistic life, showing 
how the deceits of the past can forge the present. 

Fiction, 2016, 304p. 

Last Picture Show, The 

McMurty, Larry 

The Last Picture Show is one of Larry McMurtry's most powerful, memorable novels -
- the basis for the enormously popular movie of the same name. Set in a small, 
dusty, Texas town, The Last Picture Show introduced the characters of Jacy, Duane, 
and Sonny: teenagers stumbling toward adulthood, discovering the beguiling 
mysteries of sex and the even more baffling mysteries of love.  

Fiction, 1966, 288p. 10 copies 

Last Runaway, The 

Chevalier, Tracy 

An historical saga,  about Honor Bright, a modest English Quaker who moves to 
Ohio in 1850, only to find herself alienated and alone in a strange land. Sick from the 
moment she leaves England, and fleeing personal disappointment, she is forced by 
family tragedy to rely on strangers in a harsh, unfamiliar landscape. 
Nineteenth-century America is practical, precarious, and unsentimental, and scarred 
by the continuing injustice of slavery. In her new home Honor discovers that 
principles count for little, even within a religious community meant to be committed to 
human equality. 
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Fiction, 2013, 310p. 13 copies 

Life or Death 

Robotham, Michael 

Audie Palmer has spent ten years in a Texas prison after pleading guilty to a robbery 
in which four people died and seven million dollars went missing. During that time he 
has suffered repeated beatings, stabbings and threats by inmates and guards, all 
desperate to answer the same question: where's the money? 
On the day before Audie is due to be released, he suddenly vanishes. Now 
everybody is searching for him - the police, FBI, gangsters and other powerful figures 
- but Audie isn't running to save his own life. Instead, he's trying to save someone 
else's. 

Fiction, 2016, 448p. 

Light between the Oceans, The 

Stedman, M.L. 

Would you accept a chance for happiness even if it wasn't yours to have? This is a 
story about a lighthouse keeper and his wife, who live on a lonely island with just 
seagulls, stars and buffeting winds for company. It's about a tiny baby and a dead 
man in a boat that drifts ashore one April morning, and the apparently harmless 
decision made that day. More than anything, it's a story about right and wrong, and 
how sometimes they look the same.  

Fiction, 2012, 362p. 

Little Life, A 

Yahagihara, Hanya 

When four classmates from a small Massachusetts college move to New York to 
make their way, they're broke, adrift, and buoyed only by their friendship and 
ambition. There is kind, handsome Willem, an aspiring actor; JB, a quick-witted, 
sometimes cruel Brooklyn-born painter seeking entry to the art world; Malcolm, a 
frustrated architect at a prominent firm; and withdrawn, brilliant, enigmatic Jude, who 
serves as their center of gravity. Over the decades, their relationships deepen and 
darken, tinged by addiction, success, and pride. Yet their greatest challenge, each 
comes to realize, is Jude himself, by midlife a terrifyingly talented litigator yet an 
increasingly broken man, his mind and body scarred by an unspeakable childhood, 
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and haunted by what he fears is a degree of trauma that he’ll not only be unable to 
overcome—but that will define his life forever. 

Fiction, 2015, 720p. 

Lola Bensky 

Brett, Lily 

Lola Bensky is a nineteen-year-old rock journalist who irons her hair straight and 
asks a lot of questions. A high-school dropout, she's not sure how she got the job - 
but she's been sent by her Australian newspaper right to the heart of the London 
music scene at the most exciting time in music history: 1967.Lola spends her days 
planning diets and interviewing rock stars. In London, Mick Jagger makes her a cup 
of tea, Jimi Hendrix (possibly) propositions her and Cher borrows her false 
eyelashes. At the Monterey International Pop Festival, Lola props up Brian Jones 
and talks to Janis Joplin about sex. In Los Angeles, she discusses being overweight 
with Mama Cass and tries to pluck up the courage to ask Cher to return those false 
eyelashes. Lola has an irrepressible curiosity, but she begins to wonder whether the 
questions she asks these extraordinary young musicians are really a substitute for 
questions about her parents' calamitous past that can't be asked or answered.  

Fiction, 2012, 267p.  

Lolita 

Nabokov, Vladimir 

NB. This title contains Sexual/Coarse Language  
Lolita is the story of Humbert Humbert, poet and pervert, and his obsession with 12-
year-old Dolores Haze. Determined to possess her both physically and artistically, 
Humbert embarks on a disastrous courtship that can only end in tragedy.  
Reader Review: I read this in honour of Banned Books Week and because it's been 
on my list of "books-to-read-before I-kick-the-bucket" list for many years. Though the 
subject matter is extremely difficult, Nabokov’s use of language and skill as a writer 
is remarkable. I found the Afterword by the author most interesting. Criticism of the 
book is equally fascinating. For mature/adult audiences.  

Fiction, 1959, 368p.  
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Long Song, The 

Levy, Andrea 

The story of Miss July, the child of a field slave in Jamaica and her mistress, Mrs. 
Mortimer, a newly arrived pompous English widow. Together they survive the chaotic 
end to slavery, but indeed Miss July remains to near the end a victim of racism. 

Fiction, 2010, 336p.  

Long Way Home, A 

Brierley, Saroo 

A true story of survival and triumph against incredible odds, as seen on 60 
MinutesWhen Saroo Brierley used Google Earth to find his long-lost home town half 
a world away, he made global headlines.Saroo had become lost on a train in India at 
the age of five. Not knowing the name of his family or where he was from, he 
survived for weeks on the streets of Kolkata, before being taken into an orphanage 
and adopted by a couple in Australia.Despite being happy in his new family, Saroo 
always wondered about his origins. He spent hours staring at the map of India on his 
bedroom wall. When he was a young man the advent of Google Earth led him to 
pore over satellite images of the country for landmarks he recognised. And one day, 
after years of searching, he miraculously found what he was looking for. 

Biography, 2013, 261p.  

Longing, The 

Bruce, Candice 

In Australia in the 1840s, the lives of two very different women intersect. Ellis 
MacRorie is shipped to Victoria from her Scottish homeland by her bankrupt father; 
Leerpeen Weelan, her Aboriginal servant known as Louisa, has lost her tribe in a 
bloody act of violence. Forced to marry a man she does not love, and isolated from 
all society, Ellis is resigned to a solitary life on the remote Western District 
homestead of Strathcarron. After the tragic death of two babies, she is ready is give 
up altogether. Although Louisa has endured dispossession and the loss of her own 
family, she becomes a steadfast source of guidance, friendship and strength for Ellis.  

Australian Fiction, 2012, 359p. 10 copies 
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Lost & Found 

Davis, Brooke 

Millie Bird is a seven-year-old girl who always wears red wellington boots to match 
her red, curly hair. But one day, Millie’s mum leaves her alone beneath the 
Ginormous Women’s underwear rack in a department store, and doesn’t come back. 
Agatha Pantha is an eighty-two-year-old woman who hasn’t left her home since her 
husband died. Instead, she fills the silence by yelling at passers-by, watching loud 
static on TV, and maintaining a strict daily schedule. Until the day Agatha spies a 
little girl across the street. 
Karl the Touch Typist is eighty-seven years old and once typed love letters with his 
fingers on to his wife’s skin. He sits in a nursing home, knowing that somehow he 
must find a way for life to begin again. In a moment of clarity and joy, he escapes. 
Together, Millie, Agatha and Karl set out to find Millie’s mum. Along the way, they will 
discover that the young can be wise, that old age is not the same as death, and that 
breaking the rules once in a while might just be the key to a happy life. 

Fiction, 2015, 272p. 

Lost Dog, The 

De Kretser, Michelle 

Tom Loxley is holed up in a remote bush shack trying to finish his book on Henry 
James when his beloved dog goes missing. What follows is a triumph of storytelling, 
as The Lost Dog loops back and forth in time to take the reader on a spellbinding 
journey into worlds far removed from the present tragedy. 

Fiction, 2007, 368p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Lost Mother, The 

Summers, Anne 

The Lost Mother, published by Melbourne University Press, is a gripping narrative 
that is part art history, part detective story and part meditation on the relations 
between mothers and daughters. 
It recounts how after Anne inherited a portrait of her mother as a child, she decides 
to search for the lost companion painting, where her mother was painted as the 
Madonna. 
The story is both moving, and hypnotic as Anne embarks on a parallel quest to 
rescue the artist, Constance Stokes, from obscurity and to learn the fate of the 
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mysterious Russian émigré collector who originally bought the portrait. 

Fiction, 2009, 385p. 10 copies 

Lost Symbol, The 

Brown, Dan 

WHAT WAS LOST WILL BE FOUND.... Washington DC: Harvard symbologist 
Robert Langdon is summoned at the last minute to deliver an evening lecture in the 
Capitol Building. Within moments of his arrival, however, a disturbing object - 
gruesomely encoded with five symbols - is discovered at the epicentre of the 
Rotunda. It is, he recognises, an ancient invitation, meant to beckon its recipient 
towards a long-lost world of hidden esoteric wisdom. When Langdon¿s revered 
mentor, Peter Solomon - philanthropist and prominent mason - is brutally kidnapped, 
Langdon realizes that his only hope of saving his friend¿s life is to accept this 
mysterious summons and follow wherever it leads him. Langdon finds himself quickly 
swept behind the facade of America’s most historic city into the unseen chambers, 
temples and tunnels which exist there.  

Fiction, 2009, 509p. 9 copies & 1 Large Print 

Lovely Bones, The 

Sebold, Alice 

When we first meet Susie Salmon, she is already in heaven. As she looks down from 
this strange new place, she tells us, in the fresh and spirited voice of a fourteen-year-
old girl, a tale that is both haunting and full of hope. With compassion, longing, and a 
growing understanding, Susie sees her loved ones pass through grief and begin to 
mend. Her father embarks on a risky quest to ensnare her killer. Her sister 
undertakes a feat of remarkable daring. And the boy Susie cared for moves on, only 
to find himself at the centre of a miraculous event.  

Fiction, 2002, 328p.  

Lovesong 

Miller, Alex 

Seeking shelter in a Parisian cafe from a sudden rainstorm, John Patterner meets 
the exotic Sabiha and his carefully mapped life changes forever. Alex Miller's novel 
tells the deeply moving story of their lives together, and of how each came undone 
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by desire. 

Fiction, 2009, 354p. 10 copies & 2 Large Print Copies 

Luminaries 

Catton, Eleanor 

Step into the world of 1886 and New Zealand's goldfields in this Man Booker Prize-
winning novel by Catton (The Rehearsal). The plot is complex and nonlinear, often 
folding back on itself, or, in the author's own words, "moving with the pattern of the 
heavens." No brief summary can do justice to this tale of more than 20 intertwined 
characters that begins with a young stranger arriving in town from Scotland and 
accidentally joining a clandestine meeting of 12 men gathered to analyze unsolved 
crimes in their frontier community. Within days, a wealthy man mysteriously 
vanishes, a prostitute attempts suicide, and a fortune in gold is uncovered in the 
rundown cabin of a reclusive alcoholic. Crime, deception, intrigue, and even love 
have a part, but this is a Victorian novel written in the 21st century, and the author 
takes her time weaving her tale, so much of the mystery is not revealed until the last 
150 pages. 

Fiction, 2013, 832p.  

Madonnas of Leningrad, The 

Dean, Debra 

Bit by bit, the ravages of age are eroding Marina's grip on the everyday. An elderly 
Russian woman now living in America, she cannot hold on to fresh memories – the 
details of her grown children's lives, the approaching wedding of her grandchild – yet 
her distant past is miraculously preserved in her mind's eye. As the Luftwaffe's 
bombs pounded the proud, stricken city of Leningrad in 1941, Marina built a personal 
Hermitage in her mind – a refuge that would stay buried deep within her, until she 
needed it once more. 

Fiction, 2006, 231p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Man Called Ove, A 

Backman, Fredrik 

There is something about Ove. At first sight, he is almost certainly the grumpiest man 
you will ever meet. He thinks himself surrounded by idiots - neighbours who can't 
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reverse a trailer properly, joggers, shop assistants who talk in code, and the 
perpetrators of the vicious coup d'etat that ousted him as Chairman of the Residents' 
Association. He will persist in making his daily inspection rounds of the local streets. 
But isn't it rare, these days, to find such old-fashioned clarity of belief and deed? 
Such unswerving conviction about what the world should be, and a lifelong 
dedication to making it just so? In the end, you will see, there is something about 
Ove that is quite irresistible 

Fiction, 2014, 295p. 

March 

Brooks, Geraldine 

In her follow-up to Year of Wonders, Geraldine Brooks has taken historical fiction to 
another dimension. Using America's Civil War as her frame, she plants a famous (but 
deeply mysterious) literary figure at its centre: Mr. March, the absent father in Louisa 
May Alcott's classic, Little Women. The result is a wholly original novel, a rich re-
imagining of the nation's political and literary foundations, and arguably Brooks’ finest 
work to date. 

Fiction, 2005, 338p. 13 copies 

Me Before You 

Moyes, Jojo 

Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, 
close family—who has barely been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a 
badly needed job working for ex–Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is 
wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, 
extreme sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the way 
he is. 
Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon 
his happiness means more to her than she expected. When she learns that Will has 
shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living. 

Fiction, 2012, 369p. 
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Medea’s Curse 

Buist, Anne 

Forensic psychiatrist Natalie King works with victims and perpetrators of violent 
crime. Women with a history of abuse, mainly. She rides a Ducati a size too big and 
wears a tank top a size too small. Likes men but doesn’t want to keep one. 
And really needs to stay on her medication. 
Now she’s being stalked. Anonymous notes, threats, strangers loitering outside her 
house. 
A hostile former patient? Or someone connected with a current case? Georgia 
Latimer — charged with killing her three children. Travis Hardy — deadbeat father of 
another murdered child, with a second daughter now missing. Maybe the 
harrassment has something to do with Crown Prosecutor Liam O’Shea — drop-dead 
sexy, married and trouble in all kinds of ways. 

Fiction, 2015. 363p. 

Memoirs of a Geisha 

Golden, Arthur 

In Memoirs of a Geisha, we enter a world where appearances are paramount; where 
a girl's virginity is auctioned to the highest bidder; where women are trained to 
beguile the most powerful men; and where love is scorned as illusion. It is a unique 
and triumphant work of fiction - at once romantic, erotic, suspenseful - and 
completely unforgettable. 

Fiction, 1998, 428p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Memory Keeper’s Daughter, The 

Edwards, Kim 

On a winter night in 1964, Dr. David Henry is forced by a blizzard to deliver his own 
twins. His son, born first, is perfectly healthy but his daughter has Down's Syndrome. 
He asks his nurse to take the baby to an institution and never reveal the secret. But 
she cannot leave the infant and disappears into another city to raise it herself. So 
begins this beautifully told story unfolding over 25 years – in which two families, 
ignorant of each other, are bound by a fateful decision. 

Fiction, 2005, 401p. 2 Large Print Copies 
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Middlesex 

Eugenides, Jeffrey 

Middlesex is an epic novel that spans three generations and two continents. While 
growing up in 1960s Detroit, the main character, Calliope Stephanides, discovers 
that in addition to the troubles of adolescence, she has the body and genes of a boy 
although she was raised as a girl. To understand how this happened, the author tells 
the story of a family and a secret carried all the way from Greece to America in the 
1920s. 

Fiction, 2002, 529p.  

Midnight’s Children 

Rushdie, Salman 

An allegory of modern India, Midnight's Children is a family saga set against the 
volatile events in the thirty years following the country’s independence – the 
partitioning of India and Pakistan, the rule of Indira Gandhi, the onset of violence and 
war, and the imposition of martial law. It is a magical and haunting tale of both 
fragmentation and the struggle for identity that links personal life with national 
history. 

Fiction, 1981, 463p. 

Miniaturist, The 

Burton, Jessie 

There is nothing hidden that will not be revealed... On a cold winter's day in 1686, 
eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman knocks at the door of a grand house in the 
wealthiest quarter of Amsterdam. She has come from the country to begin a new life 
as the wife of illustrious merchant trader Johannes Brandt, but instead she is met by 
his sharp-tongued sister, Marin. Only later does Johannes appear and present her 
with an extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of their home. It is to be 
furnished by an elusive miniaturist, whose tiny creations mirror their real-life 
counterparts in unexpected ways... Nella is at first mystified by the closed world of 
the Brandt household, but as she uncovers its secrets she realises the escalating 
dangers that await them all. Does the miniaturist hold their fate in her hands? And 
will she be the key to their salvation or the architect of their downfall 

Fiction, 2014, 434p.  
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Mists of Avalon 

Bradley, Marion Zimmer 

This is the tragic tale of the rise and fall of Camelot - but seen through the eyes of 
Camelot's women: the devout Gwenhwyfar, Arthur's Queen; Vivane, High priestess 
of Avalon and the Lady of the Lake; above all, Morgaine, possessor of the sight, the 
wise, the wise-woman fated to bring ruin on them all. 

Fantasy, 1982, 876p.  

Moral Disorder 

Attwood, Margaret 

Margaret Atwood is acknowledged as one of the foremost writers of our time. In 
Moral Disorder, she has created a series of interconnected stories that trace the 
course of a life and also the lives intertwined with it – those of parents, siblings, 
children, friends, enemies, teachers, and even animals. As in a photograph album, 
time is measured in sharp, clearly observed moments. 

Fiction/short stories, 2006, 240p. 2 Large Print Copies 

More Twisted 

Deaver, Jeffrey 

MURDER A millionaire philanthropist is shot while he sleeps. His terrified wife made 
a narrow escape. Or did she? MYSTERY A crime writer's violent fictions start to 
come chillingly true. Has he unwittingly inspired a murderer? SUSPENSE A young 
woman is trapped in a tunnel deep underground. Two men battle to rescue her. Are 
they heroes, or driven by some darker motive? In the cunning, suspense-filled world 
of Jeffery Deaver, only one thing is certain: the next twist is only ever a page away... 

Fiction, 2006, 433p. 10 copies 

Mother’s Story, A 

Batty, Rosie 

At the start of 2014, Rosie Batty was an ordinary single mum doing everything in her 
power to give her son, Luke, the very best life she could. But her world changed 
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forever when her troubled ex-partner, Greg Anderson, killed Luke in an horrendous 
attack at the local cricket ground in February that year. Rosie had suffered years of 
family violence, and had intervention orders in place in an effort to protect herself 
and her son. She believes the killing was Greg's final act of power and control over 
her. But Rosie would not be silenced. Since the events of last February, she has 
become an outspoken crusader against family violence, winning hearts and minds all 
over Australia with her compassion and her courage. In January 2015, she was 
named Australian of the Year. 

Non-Fiction, 2015, 324p. 

Mullumbimby  

Lucashenko, Melissa 

N.B. This title contains coarse language content. 
When Jo Breen uses her divorce settlement to buy a neglected property in the Byron 
Bay hinterland, she is hoping for a tree change, and a blossoming connection to the 
land of her Aboriginal ancestors. What she discovers instead is sharp dissent from 
her teenage daughter, trouble brewing from unimpressed white neighbours and a 
looming Native Title war between the local Bundjalung families. When Jo 
unexpectedly finds love on one side of the Native Title divide she quickly learns that 
living on country is only part of the recipe for the Good Life. Told with humour and a 
sharp satirical eye, Mullumbimby is a modern novel set against an ancient land. 

Australian, Fiction, 2013 285p. 

Muse, The 

Burton, Jessie 

On a hot July day in 1967, Odelle Bastien climbs the stone steps of the Skelton 
gallery in London, knowing that her life is about to change forever. Having struggled 
to find her place in the city since she arrived from Trinidad five years ago, she has 
been offered a job as a typist under the tutelage of the glamorous and enigmatic 
Marjorie Quick. But though Quick takes Odelle into her confidence, and unlocks a 
potential she didn't know she had, she remains a mystery - no more so than when a 
lost masterpiece with a secret history is delivered to the gallery. 
The truth about the painting lies in 1936 and a large house in rural Spain, where 
Olive Schloss, the daughter of a renowned art dealer, is harbouring ambitions of her 
own. Into this fragile paradise come artist and revolutionary Isaac Robles and his 
half-sister Teresa, who immediately insinuate themselves into the Schloss family, 
with explosive and devastating consequences 

Fiction, 2016, 416p. 
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My Brilliant Friend 

Ferrante, Elena 

The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant neighborhood on the outskirts of 
Naples. Growing up on these tough streets the two girls learn to rely on each other 
ahead of anyone or anything else. As they grow, as their paths repeatedly diverge 
and converge, Elena and Lila remain best friends whose respective destinies are 
reflected and refracted in the other. They are likewise the embodiments of a nation 
undergoing momentous change. Through the lives of these two women, Ferrante 
tells the story of a neighborhood, a city, and a country as it is transformed in ways 
that, in turn, also transform the relationship between her protagonists, the 
unforgettable Elena and Lila. 

Fiction, 2011, 331p. 

Naked 

Sedaris, David 

Naked by David Sedaris is a collection of seventeen humour-laden essays. In true 
Sedaris fashion, each essay is a vignette detailing some traumatic and bizarre 
experience in the author’s life. Although the vignettes stand up on their own, the 
collection gives a deep insight into Sedaris' mind and personality. Regardless of a 
person’s beliefs or sexual preference, Sedaris’ work consistently strikes the reader’s 
funny bone. Even though many of the experiences Sedaris details are outlandish, 
everyone can recall a traumatic elementary school experience or embarrassment at 
the inappropriate antics of a family member. 

Essays, 1997, 291p. 

Napoleon’s Last Island 

Keneally, Thomas 

Whilst living in exile on St Helena, Napoleon exerted an extraordinary influence on 
young Betsy Balcombe. How did she get from Napoleon's side to the Australian 
bush? 
When Tom Keneally discovered by chance at the National Gallery of Victoria that 
Betsy Balcombe, a young girl living on St Helena while the Emperor Napoleon was 
exiled there, had become the Emperor's ‘intimate friend and annoyer', and had then 
emigrated with her family to Australia, he was impelled to begin another 
extraordinary novel, exploring the intersection between the ordinary people of the 
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world and those we deem exceptional. 
Betsy Balcombe moved as a child with her family to St Helena, ‘that high mid-Atlantic 
rock of exile'. Ten years later her family befriended, served and were ruined by their 
relationship with Napoleon. To redeem their fortunes William Balcombe, Betsy's 
father, betrayed the Emperor and accepted a job as the colonial treasurer of New 
South Wales, taking his family with him. After enduring a profound tragedy on the 
voyage out, and never quite recovering from the results of his association with 
Napoleon, William's life deteriorated; however, his family struggled and survived in 
Australia. 

Fiction, 2015, 426p. 

Narrow Road to the Deep North, The 

Flanagan, Richard 

What would you do if you saw the love of your life, whom you thought dead for a 
quarter of a century, walking towards you? Richard Flanagan's story, of Dorrigo 
Evans, an Australian doctor haunted by a love affair with his uncle's wife, journeys 
from the caves of Tasmanian trappers in the early twentieth century to a crumbling 
pre-war beachside hotel; from a Thai jungle prison to a Japanese snow festival; from 
the Changi gallows to a chance meeting of lovers on the Sydney Harbour Bridge 

Fiction, 2013, 467p. 

Natural Way of Things, The 

Wood, Charlotte 

Two women awaken from a drugged sleep to find themselves imprisoned in a 
broken-down property in the middle of a desert. Strangers to each other, they have 
no idea where they are or how they came to be there with eight other girls, forced to 
wear strange uniforms, their heads shaved, guarded by two inept yet vicious armed 
jailers and a 'nurse'. The girls all have something in common, but what is it? What 
crime has brought them here from the city? Who is the mysterious security company 
responsible for this desolate place with its brutal rules, its total isolation from the 
contemporary world? Doing hard labour under a sweltering sun, the prisoners soon 
learn what links them: in each girl's past is a sexual scandal with a powerful man. 
They pray for rescue - but when the food starts running out it becomes clear that the 
jailers have also become the jailed. The girls can only rescue themselves 

Fiction, 2015, 197p. 
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Never Let Me Go 

Kazuo, Ishiguro 

All children should believe they are special. But the students of Hailsham, an elite 
school in the English countryside, are so special that visitors shun them, and only by 
rumor and the occasional fleeting remark by a teacher do they discover their 
unconventional origins and strange destiny. Like the students of Hailsham, readers 
are "told but not told" what is going on and should be allowed to discover the secrets 
of Hailsham and the truth about these children on their own. 

Fiction, 2005, 263p. 

New York Trilogy 

Auster, Paul 

Three stories on the nature of identity. In the first a detective writer is drawn into a 
curious and baffling investigation, in the second a man is set up in an apartment to 
spy on someone, and the third concerns the disappearance of a man whose 
childhood friend is left as his literary executor 

Fiction, 1987, 478p. 

Night Guest, The 

McFarlane, Fiona 

The debut of a remarkable Australian talent, The Night Guest is a mesmerising novel 
about trust, love, dependence, and the fear that the things you know best can 
become the things you're least certain about. One morning Ruth wakes thinking a 
tiger has been in her seaside house. Later that day a formidable woman called Frida 
arrives, looking as if she's blown in from the sea, but in fact she's come to care for 
Ruth. Frida and the tiger: both are here to stay, and neither is what they seem. 
Which of them can Ruth trust? And, as memories of her childhood in Fiji press upon 
her with increasing urgency, can she even trust herself? The Night Guest introduces 
a writer who comes to us fully formed, working wonders with language, renewing our 
faith in the power of fiction to tap the mysterious workings of our minds, and keeping 
us spellbound. 

Fiction, 2013, 275p. 
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Nineteenth Wife, The 

Ebershoff, David 

It is 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has recently separated from her powerful husband, 
Brigham Young, prophet and leader of the Mormon Church. Expelled and an outcast, 
Ann Eliza embarks on a crusade to end polygamy in the United States. A rich 
account of a family’s polygamous history is revealed, including how a young woman 
became a plural wife. The story of Ann Eliza Young's crusade against polygamy 
intertwines with a tale of murder involving a polygamist family in present-day Utah. 

Fiction, 2008, 514p. 

Nocturnal Animals 

Wright, Austin 

The novel that inspired the major motion picture Nocturnal Animals, directed by Tom 
Ford and starring Jake Gyllenhaal and Amy Adams, is a dazzling, eerie, riveting 
thriller of fear and regret, blood and revenge. 
Many years after their divorce, Susan Morrow receives a strange gift from her ex-
husband. A manuscript that tells the story of a terrible crime: an ambush on the 
highway, a secluded cabin in the woods; a thrilling chiller of death and corruption. 
How could such a harrowing story be told by the man she once loved? And why, 
after so long, has he sent her such a disturbing and personal message…? 

Fiction, 2016, 352p. 

Nocturnes 

Ishiguro, Kazuo 

Five brilliantly etched, interconnected stories in which music is a vivid and essential 
character: A once-popular singer, desperate to make a comeback, turning from the 
one certainty in his life … a man whose unerring taste in music is the only thing his 
closest friends value in him ... a struggling singer-songwriter unwittingly involved in 
the failing marriage of a couple he’s only just met ... a gifted, underappreciated jazz 
musician who lets himself believe that plastic surgery will help his career ... a young 
cellist whose tutor promises to unwrap his talent.  

Fiction/short stories 2009 221p.  
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Noise of Time, The 

Barnes, Julian 

In 1936, Shostakovitch, just thirty, fears for his livelihood and his life. Stalin, hitherto 
a distant figure, has taken a sudden interest in his work and denounced his latest 
opera. Now, certain he will be exiled to Siberia (or, more likely, executed on the 
spot), Shostakovitch reflects on his predicament, his personal history, his parents, 
various women and wives, his children—and all who are still alive themselves hang 
in the balance of his fate. And though a stroke of luck prevents him from becoming 
yet another casualty of the Great Terror, for decades to come he will be held fast 
under the thumb of despotism: made to represent Soviet values at a cultural 
conference in New York City, forced into joining the Party and compelled, constantly, 
to weigh appeasing those in power against the integrity of his music. 

Fiction, 2016, 180p. 

Not in the Flesh 

Rendell, Ruth 

After a truffle-hunting dog unearths a human hand instead of a precious fungus, 
Chief Inspector Wexford and his team proceed to interrogate everyone who lives 
nearby to see if they can turn up a match for the errant appendage among the 
eighty-five people who have disappeared over the past decade in this part of 
England. 

Fiction, 2009, 320p. 10 copies 

Notes on a Scandal 

Heller, Zoe 

When the new teacher first arrives, Barbara immediately senses that this woman will 
be different from the rest of her staff-room colleagues. But Barbara is not the only 
one to feel that Sheba Hart is special, and before too long Sheba is involved in an 
illicit affair with a pupil. Barbara finds the relationship abhorrent, of course, but she is 
the only adult in whom Sheba can properly confide. So when the liaison is found out 
and Sheba’s life falls apart, Barbara is there... 

Fiction, 2003, 244p.  
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Obsession, The 

Roberts, Nora 

Naomi Bowes lost her innocence the night she followed her father into the woods. In 
freeing the girl trapped in the root cellar, Naomi revealed the horrible extent of her 
father’s crimes and made him infamous. No matter how close she gets to happiness, 
she can’t outrun the sins of Thomas David Bowes. 
Now a successful photographer living under the name Naomi Carson, she has found 
a place that calls to her, a rambling old house in need of repair, thousands of miles 
away from everything she’s ever known. Naomi wants to embrace the solitude, but 
the kindly residents of Sunrise Cove keep forcing her to open up—especially the 
determined Xander Keaton.  
Naomi can feel her defenses failing, and knows that the connection her new life 
offers is something she’s always secretly craved. But the sins of her father can 
become an obsession, and, as she’s learned time and again, her past is never more 
than a nightmare away. 

Fiction, 2016, 453p. 

Of a Boy 

Hartnett, Sonya 

Of a Boy is a desperately sad story of nine-year-old Adrian, emotionally adrift and 
wretchedly unhappy in an adult’s world that offers him virtually no comfort and little 
consolation. He has lost his mother, been discarded by his father, and is being 
brought up by his grandmother and an emotionally traumatised uncle, Rory. 

Fiction, 2002, 188p.  

On the Road 

Kerouac, Jack 

On the Road is a novel by American writer Jack Kerouac, written in April 1951, and 
published by Viking Press in 1957. It is a largely autobiographical work that was 
based on the spontaneous road trips of Kerouac and his friends across mid-century 
America. It is often considered a defining work of the postwar Beat Generation that 
was inspired by jazz, poetry, and drug experiences. While many of the names and 
details of Kerouac’s experiences are changed for the novel, hundreds of references 
in On the Road have real-world counterparts. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack_Kerouac
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viking_Press
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1957_in_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autobiography
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_Generation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recreational_drug_use
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/References_in_On_the_Road
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Fiction, 1957, 290p.  

Only the Animals 

Dovey, Ceridwen  

The souls of ten animals caught up in human conflicts over the last century tell their 
astonishing stories of life and death. In a trench on the Western Front a cat recalls 
her owner Colette's theatrical antics in Paris. In Nazi Germany a dog seeks 
enlightenment. A Russian tortoise once owned by the Tolstoys drifts in space during 
the Cold War. In the siege of Sarajevo a bear starving to death tells a fairytale. And a 
dolphin sent to Iraq by the US Navy writes a letter to Sylvia Plath. 

Fiction/Short Stories, 2014, 247p.  

Other Boleyn Girl, The 

Gregory, Philippa 

When Mary Boleyn comes to court as an innocent girl of fourteen, she catches the 
eye of Henry VIII. Dazzled by the King, Mary falls in love with both her golden prince 
and her growing role as unofficial queen. However, she soon realises just how much 
she is a pawn in her family’s ambitious plots as the king’s interest begins to wane 
and she is forced to step aside for her best friend and rival: her sister, Anne. Then 
Mary knows that she must defy her family and her king, and take her fate into her 
own hands. 

Fiction, 2001, 664p.  

Other Hand, The 

Cleave, Chris 

The Other Hand is a dual narrative story about a Nigerian asylum-seeker and a 
British magazine editor, who meet during the oil conflict in the Niger Delta, and are 
re-united in England several years later. The novel examines the treatment of 
refugees by the asylum system, as well as issues of British colonialism, globalization, 
political violence and personal accountability. 

Fiction, 2008, 368p.  
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Other side of the World, The 

Bishop, Stephanie 

Cambridge, 1963. Charlotte is struggling - with motherhood, with the changes 
marriage and parenthood bring, with losing the time and the energy to paint. Her 
husband, Henry, wants things to be as they were and can't face the thought of 
another English winter. A brochure slipped through the letterbox slot brings him the 
answer: 'Australia brings out the best in you'. Despite wanting to stay in the place 
that she knows, Charlotte is too worn out to fight. Before she has a chance to realise 
what it will mean, she is travelling to the other side of the world. Arriving in Perth, the 
southern sun shines a harsh light on both Henry and Charlotte and slowly reveals 
that their new life is not the answer either was hoping for. Charlotte is left wondering 
if there is anywhere she belongs and how far she'll go to find her way home. 

Fiction, 2015, 283p.  

Our Souls at Night 

Haruf, Kent 

In the familiar setting of Holt, Colorado, home to all of Kent Haruf’s fiction, Addie 
Moore pays an unexpected visit to a neighbor, Louis Waters. Her husband died 
years ago, as did his wife, and in such a small town they naturally have known of 
each other for decades; in fact, Addie was quite fond of Louis’s wife. His daughter 
lives hours away in Colorado Springs, her son even farther away in Grand Junction, 
and Addie and Louis have long been living alone in houses now empty of family, the 
nights so terribly lonely, especially with no one to talk with. 

Fiction, 2015, 179p. 

Paris Wife, The 

Mclain, Paula 

Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but 
given up on love and happiness—until she meets Ernest Hemingway and her life 
changes forever. Following a whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for 
Paris, where they become the golden couple in a lively and volatile group—the 
fabled “Lost Generation”—that includes Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, and F. Scott 
and Zelda Fitzgerald.  
Though deeply in love, the Hemingways are ill-prepared for the hard-drinking and 
fast-living life of Jazz Age Paris, which hardly values traditional notions of family and 
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monogamy. Surrounded by beautiful women and competing egos, Ernest struggles 
to find the voice that will earn him a place in history, pouring all the richness and 
intensity of his life with Hadley and their circle of friends into the novel that will 
become The Sun Also Rises. Hadley, meanwhile, strives to hold on to her sense of 
self as the demands of life with Ernest grow costly and her roles as wife, friend, and 
muse become more challenging. Despite their extraordinary bond, they eventually 
find themselves facing the ultimate crisis of their marriage—a deception that will lead 
to the unraveling of everything they’ve fought so hard for.  

Fiction, 2011, 314p. 

Perfume 

Suskind, Patrick 

In the slums of eighteenth-century France, Jean-Baptiste Grenouille is born with one 
sublime gift – an absolute sense of smell. As a boy, he lives to decipher the odours 
of Paris, and apprentices himself to a prominent perfumer who teaches him the art of 
perfumery. But Grenouille’s genius is such that he is not satisfied, and he becomes 
obsessed with capturing the smells of objects such as brass doorknobs and fresh-cut 
wood. He catches a hint of a scent that will drive him on an ever-more-terrifying 
quest to create the ‘ultimate perfume’ – the scent of a beautiful virgin. 

Historical Fiction/Thriller, 1998, 269p. 

Perfume Collector, The 

Tessaro, Kathleen 

One letter will turn newly-married Grace Munroe's life upside down: 'Our firm is 
handling the estate of the deceased Mrs Eva D'Orsey and it is our duty to inform you 
that you are named as the chief beneficiary in her will. We request your presence at 
our offices at your earliest convenience, so that we may go through the details of 
your inheritance.' There is only one problem. Grace has never heard of Eva D'Orsey. 
So begins a journey which leads Grace through the streets of Paris and into the 
seductive world of perfumers and their muses. An abandoned perfume shop on the 
Left Bank will lead her to unravel the heartbreaking story of her mysterious 
benefactor, an extraordinary woman who bewitched high society in 1920s New York 
and Paris. 

Fiction, 2013, 456p. 



 

– 65 – 

 

Piano Lessons 

Goldsworthy, Anna 

In this remarkable memoir, Anna Goldsworthy recalls her first steps towards a life in 
music, from childhood piano lessons with a local jazz muso to international success 
as a concert pianist. As she discovers passion and ambition, and confronts doubt 
and disappointment, she learns about much more than tone and technique. This is a 
story of the getting of wisdom, tender and bittersweet. 

Memoir, 2009, 243p. 10 copies 

Portrait of a lady, The 

James, Henry 

The Portrait of a Lady is the story of a spirited young American woman, Isabel 
Archer, who ‘affronts her destiny’ and finds it overwhelming. She inherits a large 
amount of money and subsequently becomes the victim of Machiavellian scheming 
by two American expatriates. Like many of James’ novels, it is set mostly in Europe, 
notably England and Italy. It also treats in a profound way the themes of personal 
freedom, responsibility, betrayal, and sexuality. 

Fiction, 1881, 648p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Postmistress, The 

Blake, Sarah   

Filled with stunning parallels to today's world, The Postmistress is a sweeping novel 
about the loss of innocence of two extraordinary women and of two countries torn 
apart by war. 

Fiction, 2011, 384p.  

Purity 

Franzen, Jonathan 

Young Pip Tyler doesn't know who she is. She knows that her real name is Purity, 
that she's saddled with 130,000 dollars in student debt, that she's squatting with 
anarchists in Oakland, and that her relationship with her mother - her only family - is 
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hazardous. But she doesn't have a clue who her father is, why her mother chose to 
live as a recluse with an invented name, or how she'll ever have a normal life. Enter 
the Germans. A glancing encounter with a German peace activist leads Pip to an 
internship in South America with the Sunlight Project, an organization that traffics in 
all the secrets of the world - including, Pip hopes, the secret of her origins. TSP is the 
brainchild of Andreas Wolf, a charismatic provocateur who rose to fame in the chaos 
following the fall of the Berlin Wall. Now on the lam in Bolivia, Andreas is drawn to 
Pip for reasons she doesn't understand, and the intensity of her response to him 
upends her conventional ideas of right and wrong. 

Fiction, 2015, 563p. 

Reader, The 

Schlink, Bernhard 

When he falls ill on his way home from school, fifteen-year-old Michael Berg is 
rescued by Hanna, a woman twice his age. In time she becomes his lover – then she 
inexplicably disappears. When Michael next sees her, he is a young law student, and 
she is on trial for a hideous crime (to do with the Holocaust). As he watches her 
refuse to defend her innocence, Michael gradually realizes that Hanna may be 
guarding a secret she considers more shameful than murder. 

Historical Fiction, 1995, 216p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Rebecca 

Du Maurier, Daphne   

Working as a lady's companion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins 
to look very bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Maxim de Winter, 
a handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She 
accepts, but is whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding 
Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man. And the memory of his 
dead wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the forbidding Mrs Danvers. 

Fiction, 1938, 410p.  

Reckoning: a memoir 

Szubanski, Magda 

In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-discovery from a 
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suburban childhood, haunted by the demons of her father's espionage activities in 
wartime Poland and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to the complex 
dramas of adulthood and her need to find out the truth about herself and her family. 
With courage and compassion she addresses her own frailties and fears, and asks 
the big questions about life, about the shadows we inherit and the gifts we pass on. 

Biography, 2015, 374p. 

Red Tent, The 

Diamant, Anita 

Women in Dinah's family still honour the old Sumerian fertility gods, especially in 
connection with their rituals honouring menstruation and childbirth. These aspects of 
a woman's life are so important that Dinah gains a place for herself, in a male 
dominated society, as an especially talented midwife. Curses and dream 
interpretation are taken seriously and, like her brother Joseph, Dinah gains some 
esteem for her ability to prophesy. Because this is a Biblically based story, not 
everything reaches a comfortable conclusion. 

Fiction, 1998, 395p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Relativity 

Hayes, Antonia 

Ethan is a bright young boy obsessed with physics and astronomy who lives with his 
mother, Claire. Claire has been a wonderful parent to Ethan, but he's becoming 
increasingly curious about his father's absence in his life, wanting to fill in the 
gaps.Claire's life is centred on Ethan; she is fiercely protective of her talented, 
vulnerable son, and of her own feelings. When Ethan falls ill, tied to a tragic event 
from when he was a baby, Claire's tightly held world is split open. 
On the other side of the country, Mark is trying to forget about the events that tore his 
family apart. Then a sudden and unexpected call home forces him to confront his 
past, and the hole in his life that was once filled with his wife Claire and his son 
Ethan. 
When Ethan secretly intercepts a letter from Mark to Claire, he unleashes long-
suppressed forces that - like gravity - pull the three together again, testing the limits 
of love and forgiveness. 
Heart-wrenching, absorbing and magical, Relativity is an irresistible novel about 
science, love, unbreakable bonds and irreversible acts. 

Fiction, 2015, 358p. 
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Reluctant Fundamentalist, The 

Hamid, Mohsin 

Changez is living the American dream. At the top of his class at Princeton, he is 
snapped up by the elite valuation firm of Underwood Samson. He thrives on the 
energy of New York, and his budding romance with elegant, beautiful Erica promises 
entry into Manhattan society at the same exalted level once occupied by his own 
family back in Lahore. But in the wake of September 11, Changez finds his position 
in his adopted city suddenly overturned and his relationship with Erica eclipsed by 
the reawakened ghosts of her past.  

Fiction, 2007, 191p.  

Revenant, The 

Punke, Michael 

Based on a true story, The Revenant is an epic tale of revenge set in the Rocky 
Mountains and soon to be a major motion picture, starring Leonardo DiCaprio. Rocky 
Mountains, 1823 The trappers of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company live a brutal 
frontier life. Hugh Glass is one of the most respected men in the company, an 
experienced frontiersman and an expert tracker. But when a scouting mission puts 
Glass face-to-face with a grizzly bear, he is viciously mauled and not expected to 
survive. Two men from the company are ordered to remain with him until his 
inevitable death. But, fearing an imminent attack, they abandon Glass, stripping him 
of his prized rifle and hatchet. As Glass watches the men flee, he is driven to survive 
by one all-consuming desire: revenge. With shocking grit and determination, he sets 
out on a three-thousand-mile journey across the harsh American frontier, to seek 
revenge on the men who betrayed him. The Revenant is a remarkable tale of 
obsession and the lengths that one man will go to for retribution 

Fiction, 2015, 308p. 

Revolutionary Road 

Yates, Richard 

It’s the story of Frank and April Wheeler, a bright, beautiful, and talented couple who 
have lived on the assumption that greatness is only just around the corner. With 
heartbreaking compassion and remorseless clarity, Richard Yates shows how Frank 
and April mortgage their spiritual birthright, betraying not only each other, but their 
best selves. 



 

– 69 – 

 

Fiction, 1961, 336p. 11 copies 

Road Back, The 

Morrissey, Di 

From the mountains to the valleys, from big cities to tiny towns, to the outback and 
our islands, Di Morrissey knows this country. She's been there. 
In The Road Back, Di weaves a tale of reconnection and starting over. 
Journalist Chris Baxter is at a crossroads. Returning with his teenage daughter to his 
mother's house in the beautiful township of Neverend, Chris hopes to pick up the 
pieces after his life takes an unexpected turn. 
Sometimes taking the road back is the start of a journey forward. 

Fiction, 2016, 448p. 

Room 

Donoghue, Emma   

To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where he was born and grew up; 
it's where he lives with his Ma as they learn and read and eat and sleep and play. At 
night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep when 
Old Nick visits. 

Fiction, 2011, 352p.  

Rosie Effect, The 

Simsion, Graeme 

The Rosie Effect. Don Tillman and Rosie Jarman are now married and living in New 
York. Don has been teaching while Rosie completes her second year at Columbia 
Medical School. Just as Don is about to announce that Gene, his philandering best 
friend from Australia, is coming to stay, Rosie drops a bombshell: she's pregnant. In 
true Tillman style, Don instantly becomes an expert on all things obstetric. But in 
between immersing himself in a new research study on parenting and implementing 
the Standardised Meal System (pregnancy version), Don's old weaknesses 
resurface. And while he strives to get the technicalities right, he gets the emotions all 
wrong, and risks losing Rosie when she needs him most. The Rosie Effect is the 
charming and hilarious romantic comedy of the year. 

Fiction – Sequel to The Rosie Project, 2014, 415p.  
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Rosie Project, The 

Simsion, Graeme   

The Rosie Project is a classic screwball romance. Rights sold into more than thirty 
countries. Don Tillman is getting married. He just doesn't know who to yet. But he 
has designed the Wife Project, using a sixteen-page questionnaire to help him find 
the perfect partner. She will most definitely not be a barmaid, a smoker, a drinker, or 
a late-arriver. Rosie Jarman is all these things. She is also fiery and intelligent and 
beautiful. And on a quest of her own to find her biological father--a search that Don, 
a professor of genetics, might just be able to help her with. The Wife Project teaches 
Don some unexpected things. Why earlobe length is an inadequate predictor of 
sexual attraction. Why quick-dry clothes aren't appropriate attire in New York. Why 
he's never been on a second date. And why, despite your best scientific efforts, you 
don't find love: love finds you. '  

Fiction, 2013, 329p.  

Rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif, The  

Mazari, Najaf 

This is the story of how Mazari, when confronted with persecution and possible death 
at the hands of the Taliban, decides to leave his wife and young child, flee across the 
border to Pakistan, make his way across the Indonesian archipelago, catch a leaky 
boat, reach Darwin and then be buffeted by the overtly political and less-than-happy 
experiences of being transported to Adelaide and the refugee camp at Woomera 
before being recognised as a legitimate refugee, settling in Melbourne, establishing 
an Afghan carpet and rug shop and finally bringing his wife and child to Australia. 

Non-fiction, 2008, 259p.  

Running with Scissors 

Burroughs, Augusten  

NB: Graphic Homosexual sex scenes  
Due to Augusten's mother, Deidre, suffering from mental illness, the marriage falls 
apart. Deidre seeks therapy from Dr. Finch. Dr. Finch and his family quickly become 
integral in Augusten's life. The doctor advises Augusten on very personal matters on 
growing up, including his sexuality. Soon, Augusten moves in with the Finch family 
for an extended visit while his mother receives intense treatment. Eventually, the 
stress of raising a teenage boy becomes too much for Deidre and, without any 
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warning, she signs over custody to Dr. Finch. 

Biography, 2005, 288p.  

Sarah’s Key 

de Rosnay, Tatiana 

Writing about the fate of her country with a pitiless clarity, Tatiana de Rosnay offers 
us a subtle, compelling portrait of France under occupation and reveals the taboos 
and denial surrounding this painful episode in French history. 
Reader review: The book is a quick and compelling read. It concerns the Vel d'Hiv 
roundup, about which I knew nothing until reading a review of this book. The books 
moves between war time France to the present, and although the present day action 
was often predictable, it was never a dull read. Remained exciting through the end. 

Historical Fiction, 2007, 293p.  

Sea, The 

Banville, John 

Max Morden, an art critic/writer from Ireland whose wife has just died from a lingering 
illness, seeks solace and checks into the Cedars, a now dilapidated guest-house in 
the seaside village of Ballyless, where he and his family had spent summers when 
he was a child. Max broods about the nature of life, love, and death, relives earlier 
times, and tries to reconcile his memories, some of which are incomplete and 
imperfect, with the reality of his present, sad life.  

Fiction, 2006, 195p. 11 copies 

Sea Glass 

Shreve, Anita 

Honora doesn’t mind renting – despite its age and flaws, the old beach house is the 
perfect place for a new marriage. She and Sexton throw themselves into fixing it up. 
Each morning, Honora collects sea glass washed up on the shore, each piece 
carrying a different story in its muted hues.  
Sexton finds a way to buy the house, but the economy takes a sickening crash, and 
as financial pressures mount, Honora begins to see how little she knows her 
husband – and to realise just how threatening the world can be.  
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Fiction, 2002, 384p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Second Honeymoon 

Trollope, Joanna 

Ben is, at last, leaving home. At twenty-two, he’s the youngest of the family. His 
mother Edie, an actress, is distraught. His father Russell, a theatrical agent, is rather 
hoping to get his wife back, after decades of family life. His brother, Matthew, is 
wrestling with a relationship in which he achieves and earns less than his girlfriend. 
His sister Rosa is wrestling with debt, and the end of a turbulent love affair. 

Fiction, 2007, 416p.  

Secret Between Us, The 

Delinsky, Barbara 

Nothing will break this mother-daughter bond. Not even the truth. 
Deborah Monroe and her daughter, Grace, are driving home from a party when their 
car hits a man running in the dark. Grace was at the wheel, but Deborah sends her 
home before the police arrive, determined to shoulder the blame for the accident. 
Her decision then turns into a deception that takes on a life of its own and threatens 
the special bond between mother and daughter. 
The Secret Between Us is an unforgettable story about making bad choices for the 
right reasons and the terrible consequences of a lie gone wrong. Once again, 
Barbara Delinksy has delivered a riveting study of family and a superbly crafted 
novel, perfectly targeted to reading groups and fans of provocative fiction. 

Fiction, 2008, 368p. 

Secret Chord, The 

Brooks, Geraldine 

Peeling away the myth to bring the Old Testament's King David to life in Second Iron 
Age Israel, Brooks traces the arc of his journey from obscurity to fame, from 
shepherd to soldier, from hero to traitor, from beloved king to murderous despot and 
into his remorseful and diminished dotage. 
The Secret Chord provides new context for some of the best-known episodes of 
David’s life while also focusing on others, even more remarkable and emotionally 
intense, that have been neglected.  We see David through the eyes of those who 
love him or fear him—from the prophet Natan, voice of his conscience, to his wives 
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Mikhal, Avigail, and Batsheva, and finally to Solomon, the late-born son who 
redeems his Lear-like old age. Brooks has an uncanny ability to hear and transform 
characters from history, and this beautifully written, unvarnished saga of faith, desire, 
family, ambition, betrayal, and power will enthrall her many fans.  

Fiction, 2015, 302p. 

Secret Life of Bees, The 

Kidd, Sue Monk 

Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, 
whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother 
was killed. When Lily’s ‘stand-in mother’ Rosaleen, insults three of the town’s fiercest 
racists, Lily decides they should both escape to Tiburon, South Carolina – a town 
that holds the secret to her mother’s past. There they are taken in by an eccentric trio 
of black beekeeping sisters who introduce Lily to a mesmerising world of bees, 
honey, and the Black Madonna who presides over their household.  

Fiction, 2001, 374p. 13 copies & 2 Large Print 

Secret River, The 

Grenville, Kate 

The Secret River begins in London in 1806. William Thornhill has recently married 
his childhood sweetheart Sal and is a waterman on the River Thames. Life is 
extremely hard and in order to feed his family William makes a dreadful mistake 
which almost costs him his life. The family is transported to New South Wales for the 
term of William's natural life. After the awful journey to Australia, William makes an 
extremely difficult decision: one which brings the family into despair and danger. 

Historical Fiction, 2005, 334p.  

Sellout, The 

Beatty, Paul 

Born in the "agrarian ghetto" of Dickens—on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles—
the narrator of The Sellout resigns himself to the fate of lower-middle-class 
Californians: "I'd die in the same bedroom I'd grown up in, looking up at the cracks in 
the stucco ceiling that've been there since '68 quake." Raised by a single father, a 
controversial sociologist, he spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged 
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psychological studies. He is led to believe that his father's pioneering work will result 
in a memoir that will solve his family's financial woes, but when his father is killed in a 
police shoot-out, he realizes there never was a memoir. All that's left is the bill for a 
drive-thru funeral. 
Fueled by this deceit and the general disrepair of his hometown, the narrator sets out 
to right another wrong: Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save 
California from further embarrassment. Enlisting the help of the town's most famous 
resident—the last surviving Little Rascal, Hominy Jenkins—he initiates the most 
outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery and segregating the local high 
school, which lands him in the Supreme Court. 

Fiction, 2015, 289p. 

Sense of an Ending, The 

Barnes, Julian 

Winner of 2011 Man Booker Prize. 
Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry and book-
hungry, they navigated the girl drought of gawky adolescence together, trading in 
affectations, in-jokes, rumour and wit. Maybe Adrian was a little more serious than 
the others, certainly more intelligent, but they swore to stay friends forever. Until 
Adrian's life took a turn into tragedy, and all of them, especially Tony, moved on and 
did their best to forget. 

Fiction, 2011, 150p.  

Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian, A 

Lewycka, Marina 

When an elderly and newly widowed Ukrainian immigrant announces his intention to 
remarry, his daughters must set aside their longtime feud to thwart him. For their 
father’s intended is a voluptuous old-country gold digger with a proclivity for green 
satin underwear and an appetite for the good life of the West. As the hostilities mount 
and family secrets spill out, A Short History of Tractors in Ukrainian combines sex, 
bitchiness, wit, and genuine warmth in its celebration of the pleasure of growing old 
disgracefully. 

Fiction, 2005, 324p.  
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Signature of all Things, The 

Gilbert, Elizabeth 

Spanning much of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the novel follows the 
fortunes of the extraordinary Whittaker family as led by the enterprising Henry 
Whittaker--a poor-born Englishman who makes a great fortune in the South 
American quinine trade, eventually becoming the richest man in Philadelphia. Born in 
1800, Henry's brilliant daughter, Alma (who inherits both her father's money and his 
mind), ultimately becomes a botanist of considerable gifts herself. As Alma's 
research takes her deeper into the mysteries of evolution, she falls in love with a 
man named Ambrose Pike who makes incomparable paintings of orchids and who 
draws her in the exact opposite direction -- into the realm of the spiritual, the divine, 
and the magical. Alma is a clear-minded scientist; Ambrose a utopian artist -- but 
what unites this unlikely couple is a desperate need to understand the workings of 
this world and the mechanisms behind all life. The story is peopled with unforgettable 
characters: missionaries, abolitionists, adventurers, astronomers, sea captains, 
geniuses, and the quite mad. 

Fiction, 2013, 501p.  

Sizzling Sixteen 

Evanovich, Janet 

It's summertime in Jersey And all across the land It's time for Summer Reading And 
working on your tan. But no vacation can start Or go off without a hitch Unless you've 
packed your bag With the latest Evanovich. Yes, it's time for Stephanie and gang To 
get up to their old antics With Grandma, Lula, Connie too - Mrs. Plum, she will be 
frantic! See, someone wants to kill Vinnie Who?  

Fiction, 2011, 352p. 10 copies 

Skylarking 

Mildenhall, Kate 

Kate and Harriet are best friends, growing up together on an isolated Australian cape 
in the 1880s. As daughters of the lighthouse keepers, the two girls share everything, 
until a fisherman, McPhail, arrives in their small community. When Kate witnesses 
the desire that flares between him and Harriet, she is torn by her feelings of envy and 
longing. But one moment in McPhail’s hut will change the course of their lives 
forever.  
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Fiction, 2016, 280p. 

Slap, The 

Tsiolkas, Christos 

At a suburban barbecue, a man slaps a child who is not his own. In this remarkable 
novel, Christos Tsiolkas turns his unflinching and all-seeing eye on to that which 
connects us all: the modern family and domestic life in the twenty-first century. Told 
from the points of view of eight people who were present at the barbecue, the slap 
and its consequences force them all to question their own families and the way they 
live, their expectations, beliefs and desires.  

Fiction, 2008, 400p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Sleepers Almanac (no.6), The 

Ed. Dattner, Zoe & Swinn, Louise 

The Sleepers Almanac No. 6 is the latest annual collection of short stories, poetry 
and cartoons from Sleepers Publishing. Featuring work from new and emerging 
writers – some of whom are being published for the first time – alongside more 
established authors, the Almanac aims to provide a diverse range of Australian 
perspectives. 

Short Fiction, 2010, 371p. 10 copies  

Small Great Things 

Picoult, Jodi 

'I don't want that nurse touching my baby.' Those are the instructions from the 
newborn child's parents. However, when the baby goes into cardiac arrest, Ruth, a 
nurse of twenty years' experience, sees no option but to assist. But the baby dies. 
And Ruth is charged with negligent homicide. 
Ruth is shattered and bewildered as she tries to come to terms with her situation. 
She finds different kinds of support from her sister, a fiery radical, and her teenage 
son, but it is to Kennedy McQuarrie, a white middle-class lawyer, to whom she 
entrusts her case, and her future. 

Fiction, 2016, 470p. 
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Small Island 

Levy, Andrea   

Told in these four voices, Small Island is a courageous novel of tender emotion and 
sparkling wit, of crossings taken and passages lost, of shattering compassion and of 
reckless optimism in the face of insurmountable barriers – in short, an encapsulation 
of the immigrant's life. 

Fiction, 2005, 448p.  

Snow Child, The 

Ivey, Eowyn 

Alaska, 1920: a brutal place to homestead, and especially tough for a couple who 
have never been able to conceive. Jack and Mabel are drifting apart – he breaking 
under the weight of the work of the farm; she crumbling from loneliness and despair. 
The couple creates a child out of snow. When she appears on their doorstep as a 
little girl, wild and secretive, their lives are changed forever. 

Fiction, 2012, 423p.  

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan 

See, Lisa   

A language kept a secret for a thousand years forms the backdrop for an 
unforgettable novel of two Chinese women whose friendship and love sustains them 
through their lives. 

Fiction, 2006, 288p.  

Sold 

Gullifer,  Brendan  

After a brief disappointing stint in the AFL, Sydney Swan has-been Will is desperate 
to make a buck and joins the ranks of real estate agency Prender & Prender. During 
his time there he encounters Dally Love, auctioneer and philanderer extraordinaire, 
Harry (the fox) Osbourne, a creative schemer who is somehow both despicable and 
lovable, and Freddy the fiery journalist who will stop at nothing to expose the greasy 
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underbelly of the industry. 
The moral atrocities within these pages will alarm and appal even the most cynical 
reader. 

Fiction, 2009, 361p. 10 copies 

Sophie’s Choice 

Styron, William  

A young American Southerner and aspiring writer befriends the Jewish Nathan 
Landau and his beautiful lover Sophie, a Polish (but non-Jewish) survivor of the Nazi 
concentration camps. An immediate bestseller and the basis of a successful film, the 
novel is often considered both Styron's best work and a major novel of the twentieth 
century. The difficult decision that shapes the character Sophie is sometimes used 
as an idiom. A "Sophie's Choice" is a tragic choice between two unbearable options. 

Fiction, 1979, 515p. 10 copies 

Spare Room, The 

Garner, Helen 

A powerful, witty, and taut novel about a complex friendship between two women – 
one dying, the other called to care for her. 
Helen has little idea what lies ahead when she offers her spare room to an old friend, 
Nicola, who has arrived in the city for cancer treatment. Sceptical of the medical 
establishment, and placing all her faith in an alternative health centre, Nicola is 
determined to find her own way to deal with her illness, regardless of the advice 
Helen offers.  

Fiction, 2008, 195p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Spirits of the Ghan 

Nunn, Judy 

It is 2001 and as the world charges into the new Millennium, a century-old dream is 
about to be realised in the Red Centre of Australia: the completion of the mighty 
Ghan railway, a long-lived vision to create the 'backbone of the continent', a line that 
will finally link Adelaide with the Top End.  
But construction of the final leg between Alice Springs and Darwin will not be without 
its complications, for much of the desert it will cross is Aboriginal land.  
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Hired as a negotiator, Jessica Manning must walk a delicate line to reassure the 
Elders their sacred sites will be protected. Will her innate understanding of the 
spiritual landscape, rooted in her own Arunta heritage, win their trust? It's not easy to 
keep the peace when Matthew Witherton and his survey team are quite literally 
blasting a rail corridor through the timeless land of the Never-Never. 
When the paths of Jessica and Matthew finally cross, their respective cultures collide 
to reveal a mystery that demands attention. As they struggle against time to solve 
the puzzle, an ancient wrong is awakened and calls hauntingly across the vastness 
of the outback . . . 

Fiction, 2015, 359p. 

Spool of Blue Thread, A 

Tyler, Anne 

"It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon." This is how Abby Whitshank 
always begins the story of how she fell in love with Red that day in July 1959. The 
Whitshanks are one of those families that radiate togetherness: an indefinable, 
enviable kind of specialness. But they are also like all families, in that the stories they 
tell themselves reveal only part of the picture. Abby and Red and their four grown 
children have accumulated not only tender moments, laughter, and celebrations, but 
also jealousies, disappointments, and carefully guarded secrets. from Red's father 
and mother, newly-arrived in Baltimore in the 1920s, to Abby and Red's 
grandchildren carrying the family legacy boisterously into the twenty-first century, 
here are four generations of Whitshanks, their lives unfolding in and around the 
sprawling, lovingly worn Baltimore house that has always been their anchor. 

Fiction, 2015. 358p. 

Spot of Bother, A 

Haddon, Mark 

At 57, George is settling down to a comfortable retirement. But then he runs into a 
spot of bother. That red circular rash on his hip: George convinces himself it’s skin 
cancer. And the deeply inappropriate Ray? Katie announces he will become her 
second husband. The planning for these frowned-upon nuptials proves a great 
inconvenience to George’s wife, Jean, who is carrying on a late-life affair with her 
husband’s ex-colleague. Jamie, the son, has his own problems – his tidy and 
pleasant life comes apart when he fails to invite his lover, Tony, to Katie’s wedding.  

Fiction, 2006, 390p.  
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Stasiland 

Funder, Anna 

In 1989, the Berlin Wall fell; shortly afterwards the two Germanies reunited, and East 
Germany ceased to exist. In a country where the headquarters of the secret police 
can become a museum literally overnight, and one in 50 East Germans were 
informing on their countrymen and women, there are a thousand stories just waiting 
to get out. Anna Funder tells extraordinary tales from the underbelly of the former 
East Germany. 

Non-fiction, 2002, 282p.  

Stealing Picasso 

Cameron, Anson 

Ranging from pre-war France to contemporary Australia, with a captivating cast of 
eccentric characters and a superbly engaging plot, Stealing Picasso tells of an art 
theft (based on a true story), a forgery and their extraordinary repercussions. 

Fiction, 2009, 243p. 10 copies 

Stiff Upper Lip, Jeeves 

Wodehouse, P.G.   

Steadfast, reassuring Jeeves is back, and in this uproarious novel his superior mind 
rises effortlessly to the occasion. "Everything is just mildly idiotic, and there is lots of 
purely physical comedy, and lots of conversation." – Newsweek 

Fiction, 1963, 240p.  

Still Alice 

Genova, Lisa 

Alice Howland is proud of the life she worked so hard to build. At fifty years old, she’s 
a cognitive psychology professor at Harvard and a world-renowned expert in 
linguistics with a successful husband and three grown children. When she becomes 
increasingly disoriented and forgetful, a tragic diagnosis changes her life--and her 
relationship with her family and the world--forever. 
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Fiction, 2005, 292p. 

Strays, The 

Bitto, Emily 

In The Strays, Evan Trentham is the wild child of the Melbourne art world of the 
1930s. He and his captivating wife, Helena, attempt to carve out their own small 
niche, to escape the stifling conservatism they see around them, by gathering 
together other like-minded artists. They create a utopian circle within their family 
home, offering these young artists a place to live and work, and the mixed benefits of 
being associated with the infamous Evan. At the periphery of this circle is Lily 
Struthers, the best friend of Evan and Helena's daughter Eva. Lily is infatuated by the 
world she bears witness to, and longs to be part of this enthralling makeshift family. 
As Lily observes years later, looking back on events that she still carries painfully 
within her, the story of this groundbreaking circle involved the same themes as Evan 
Trentham's art: Faustian bargains and terrible recompense; spectacular fortunes and 
falls from grace. Yet it was not Evan, nor the other artists he gathered around him, 
but his own daughters, who paid the debt that was owing. 

Fiction, 2014, 290p. 

Street Sweeper, The 

Perlman, Elliot  

Two very different paths – Lamont's and Adam's – lead to one greater story as The 
Street Sweeper, in dealing with memory, love, guilt, heroism, the extremes of racism 
and unexpected kindness, spans the twentieth century to the present, and spans the 
globe from New York to Melbourne, Chicago to Auschwitz. Epic in scope, this is a 

remarkable feat of storytelling, a potent novel about the Holocaust as seen 
through the eyes of two characters in contemporary New York City. 

Fiction, 2011, 552p.  

Summer Without Men, The 

Hustvedt, Siri   

Mia Fredrickson, the wry, vituperative, tragic comic, poet narrator of The Summer 
Without Men, has been forced to reexamine her own life. One day, out of the blue, 
after thirty years of marriage, Mia's husband, a renowned neuroscientist, asks her for 
a "pause." This abrupt request sends her reeling and lands her in a psychiatric ward. 
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Fiction, 2011, 192p.  

T is for Trespass 

Grafton, Sue   

It was like being in the presence of a snake, first hissing its presence and then coiled 
in readiness. I didn't dare turn my back or take my eyes off of her. I stood very still. I 
let go of my fight-or-flight defense and decided to play dead. If you run from a bear, it 
gives chase. That's the nature of the beast. Likewise a snake. If I moved, she might 
strike. When her elderly neighbour Gus has an accident, Kinsey Millhone is relieved 
when his niece organises a nurse for him. Verifying a background check on Solana 
Rojas doesn't turn up anything suspicious.  

Fiction, 2007, 387p. 10 copies 

Things We Didn’t See Coming 

Amsterdam, Steven 

In Steven Amsterdam’s debut book Things We Didn’t See Coming, nine linked 
stories are snapshots of an unnamed character’s journey through a world in decline. 
Beginning with ‘What we know now’, a story set at the turn of the millennium, 
Amsterdam recalls the paranoia surrounding Y2K through the eyes of a 10-year-old 
boy. 

Fiction, 2009, 174p. 10 copies 

Thirteenth Tale, The 

Setterfield, Diane 

Margaret Lea works in her father’s antiquarian bookshop where her fascination for 
the biographies of the long-dead has led her to write them herself. She gets a letter 
from one of the most famous authors of the day, the mysterious Vida Winter, whose 
popularity as a writer has been in no way diminished by her reclusiveness. Until now, 
Vida has toyed with journalists who interview her, creating outlandish life histories for 
herself; all of them invention. Now she is old and ailing, and at last she wants to tell 
the truth about her extraordinary life.  

Fiction, 2007, 432p.  
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This House of Grief 

Garner, Helen 

A gripping account of a murder trial in which few of the participants act and react in 
ways we might predict. It's an examination not just of what happened, but also of 
what we prefer to believe and what we cannot face believing. 

Non-fiction, 2014, 300p. 

This is How 

Hyland, M.J. 

When his fiancée breaks off their engagement, Patrick Oxtoby leaves home and 
moves to a boarding house in a seaside town. But in spite of his hopes and 
determination to build a better life, nothing goes to plan and Patrick is soon driven to 
take a desperate and chilling course of action. 

Fiction, 2009, 377p. 10 copies 

Three Dollars 

Perlman, Elliot 

Three Dollars is a brilliantly deft portrait of a man attempting to retain his sense of 
humour in grim and pitiless times: times of downsizing, outsourcing and privatising. It 
is about the legacy of Thatcherism and its effects on people and their relationships. 

Fiction, 1998, 381p.  

Time Traveller’s Wife, The 

Niffenegger, Audrey 

The love story of Henry and Clare DeTamble, a young couple living in Chicago. Their 
life is complicated by a mystifying and exasperating genetic condition that causes 
Henry to involuntarily time travel. While Clare is left wondering if he is safe from 
harm, Henry is taken on journeys that are unpredictable, and alternately harrowing 
and amusing. While Henry strives to live a normal life, Clare has always known that 
their love was pre-destined, having already met him when she was a young girl. 
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Fiction, 2004, 518p. 10 copies & 2 Large Print 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

Lee, Harper 

The novel replays three key years in the life of Scout Finch, the young daughter of an 
Alabama town’s principled lawyer. The work was an instant sensation, becoming a 
best-seller and winning the Pulitzer Prize for fiction. Scout’s narrative relates how 
she and her elder brother Jem learn about fighting prejudice and upholding human 
dignity through the example of their father. Atticus Finch has taken on the legal 
defense of a black man who has been falsely charged with raping a white woman. 

Fiction, 1960, 290p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Transit of Venus, The 

Hazzard, Shirley 

The Transit of Venus tells the story of two orphan sisters, Caroline and Grace Bell, 
as they leave Australia to start a new life in post-war England. What happens to 
these young women – seduction and abandonment, marriage and widowhood, love 
and betrayal – becomes as moving and wonderful and yet as predestined as the 
transits of the planets themselves. Gorgeously written and intricately constructed, 
Hazzard’s novel is a story of place: Sydney, London, New York, Stockholm; of time: 
from the fifties to the eighties; and above all, of women and men in their passage 
through the displacements and absurdities life. 

Fiction, 1980, 337p. 

Truly Madly Guilty 

Moriarty, Liane 

Six responsible adults. Three cute kids. One small dog. It’s just a normal weekend. 
What could possibly go wrong? 
Sam and Clementine have a wonderful, albeit, busy life: they have two little girls, 
Sam has just started a new dream job, and Clementine, a cellist, is busy preparing 
for the audition of a lifetime. If there’s anything they can count on, it’s each other. 
Clementine and Erika are each other’s oldest friends. A single look between them 
can convey an entire conversation. But theirs is a complicated relationship, so when 
Erika mentions a last minute invitation to a barbecue with her neighbors, Tiffany and 
Vid, Clementine and Sam don’t hesitate. Having Tiffany and Vid’s larger than life 
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personalities there will be a welcome respite. 
Two months later, it won’t stop raining, and Clementine and Sam can’t stop asking 
themselves the question: What if we hadn’t gone? 

Fiction, 2016, 415p. 

Truth According to us, The 

Barrows, Annie 

In the summer of 1938, Layla Beck is forced out of the lap of luxury and sent by her 
Senator father to work on the Federal Writers' Project, a New Deal jobs program. 
Assigned to cover the history of the little mill town of Macedonia, West Virginia, Layla 
envisions a summer of tedium. However, once she secures a room in the home of 
the unconventional Romeyn family, she is completely drawn into their complex world. 
At the Romeyn house, twelve-year-old Willa is desperate to acquire her favourite 
virtues - ferocity and devotion - a search that leads her into a thicket of mysteries, 
including the questionable business with which her charismatic father is always 
occupied and the reason her adored aunt Jottie never married. Layla's arrival strikes 
a match to the family's veneer, bringing to light buried secrets that will tell a different 
tale about the Romeyns and their deep entanglement in Macedonia's history. As 
Willa peels back the layers of her family's story, and Layla delves deeper into town 
legend, everyone involved is transformed  and their personal histories completely 
rewritten. 

Fiction, 2015, 491p. 

Turning, The 

Winton, Tim 

In the 1980s Tim Winton made his mark with tough, spare stories about youth and 
promise, of early parenthood and the challenges of loyalty. Now, almost twenty years 
since his last collection, he returns to the form with seventeen overlapping stories of 
second thoughts and mid-life regret set in the brooding small-town world of coastal 
Western Australia. Here are turnings of all kinds, changes of heart, nasty surprises, 
slow awakenings, sudden detours, where people struggle against the terrible weight 
of the past and challenge the lives they’ve made for themselves.  

Fiction/Short stories, 2004, 317p.  
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Unknown Terrorist, The 

Flanagan, Richard 

What would you do if you turned on the television and saw you were the most 
wanted terrorist in the country? Gina Davies is about to find out when, after a night 
spent with an attractive stranger, she becomes a prime suspect in the investigation 
of an attempted terrorist attack. Chilling, impossible to put down, The Unknown 
Terrorist is a relentless tour de force that paints a devastating picture of a 
contemporary society gone haywire, where the ceaseless drumbeat of terror alert 
levels, newsbreaks, and fear of the unknown pushes a nation ever closer to the 
breaking point. 

Fiction, 2006, 320p.  

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, The 

Joyce, Rachel 

Recently retired Harold Fry receives a letter from a old dying friend that catapults him 
into an unlikely journey. On this epic pilgrimage, he meets new people and 
rediscovers himself while his wife wonders where he is – missing him for the first 
time in years. 

Fiction, 2012, 320p.  

Unparalleled Sorrow 

Dickins, Barry 

Unparalleled Sorrow is written with Dickins’ inimitable wit, humour and lyricism and 
shows his ability to find the ridiculous and the joyful amid the pain. It follows Dickins’ 
journey into depression – via his salad days in St Kilda and the murder of his 
housemate – and his road out of it. Along the way it charts the lows, such as his time 
in the clinic, and the small joys, such as a game of tennis with his young son. 

Biography, 2009, 309p. 10 copies & 2 Large Print 
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Useful 

Oswald, Debra 

Sullivan Moss is useless. Once a charming underachiever, he's now such a loser 
that he can't even commit suicide properly. Waking up in hospital after falling the 
wrong way on a rooftop, he comes to a decision. He shouldn't waste perfectly good 
organs just because they're attached to his head. After a life of regrets, Sully wants 
to do one useful thing: he wants to donate a kidney to a stranger. As he scrambles 
over the hurdles to become a donor, Sully almost accidentally forges a new life for 
himself. Sober and employed, he makes new friends, not least radio producer 
Natalie and her son Louis, and begins to patch things up with old ones, like his ex-
best mate Tim. Suddenly, everyone wants a piece of him. But altruism is not as easy 
as it seems. Just when he thinks he's got himself together, Sully discovers that he's 
most at risk of falling apart. From the creator of Offspring comes a smart, moving and 
wry portrait of one man's desire to give something of himself. 

Fiction, 2015, 312p.  

Water for Elephants  

Gruen, Sara 

When Jacob Jankowski, recently orphaned and suddenly adrift, jumps onto a 
passing train, he enters a world of freaks, grifters, and misfits, a second-rate circus 
struggling to survive during the Great Depression, making one-night stands in town 
after town. A veterinary student who almost earned his degree, Jacob is put in 
charge of caring for the circus menagerie. There he meets Marlena, the beautiful 
young star of the equestrian act, who is married to August, the charismatic but 
twisted animal trainer. He also meets Rosie, an elephant who seems untrainable 
until he discovers a way to reach her. 

Fiction, 2006, 335p. 2 Large Print Copies 

We are all Completely beside Ourselves 

Fowler, Karen Joy 

Meet the Cooke family: Mother and Dad, brother Lowell, sister Fern, and our 
narrator, Rosemary, who begins her story in the middle. She has her reasons. ̐she 
spent the first eighteen years of my life defined by this one fact: that I was raised with 
a chimpanzee. I tell you Fern was a chimp and already you aren't thinking of her as 
my sister. But until Fern's expulsion, I'd scarcely known a moment alone. She was 



 

– 88 – 

 

my twin, my funhouse mirror, my whirlwind other half, and I loved her as a sister. 
Rosemary was not yet six when Fern was removed. Over the years, she's managed 
to block a lot of memories. She's smart, vulnerable, innocent, and culpable. With 
some guile, she guides us through the darkness, penetrating secrets and unearthing 
memories, leading us deeper into the mystery she has dangled before us from the 
start.  

Fiction, 2013, 308p.  

We Need to Talk About Kevin 

Shriver, Lionel 

Kevin commits a school massacre. This story is written from the perspective of the 
killer's mother, Eva Khatchadourian, and documents her attempt to come to terms 
with her son Kevin and the murders he committed. Although told in the first person 
as a series of letters from Eva to her husband, the novel's structure also strongly 
resembles that of a thriller. 

Fiction, 2003, 400p. 2 Large Print Copies 

What I Loved 

Hustvedt, Siri 

What I Loved begins in New York in 1975, when art historian Leo Hertzberg 
discovers an extraordinary painting by an unknown artist in a SoHo gallery. He buys 
the work; tracks down the artist, Bill Wechsler; and the two men embark on a life-
long friendship. Leo’s story, which spans twenty-five years, follows the growing 
involvement between his family and Bill’s – an intricate constellation of attachments 
that includes the two men, their wives, Erica and Violet, and their sons, Matthew and 
Mark.  

Fiction, 2003, 370p.  

When Breath Becomes Air 

Kalanithi, Paul 

At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a 
neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he 
was a doctor making a living treating the dying, and the next he was a patient 
struggling to live. Just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined 
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evaporated. When Breath Becomes Air, which features a Foreword by Dr. Abraham 
Verghese and an Epilogue by Kalanithi’s wife, Lucy, chronicles Kalanithi’s 
transformation from a naïve medical student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the 
question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” 
into a young neurosurgeon at Stanford, guiding patients toward a deeper 
understanding of death and illness, and finally into a patient and a new father to a 
baby girl, confronting his own mortality. 
What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the future, 
no longer a ladder toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual present? 
What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a new life as another fades away?  

Memoir, 2016, 228p. 

White Tiger, The 

Adiga, Aravind 

Born in the dark heart of India, Balram gets a break when he is hired as a driver for 
the village's wealthiest man. Balram watches his employers bribe foreign ministers 
for tax breaks, barter for girls, drink liquor and play their own role in the Rooster 
Coop. Balram learns how to siphon gas, deal with corrupt mechanics, and refill and 
resell Johnnie Walker Black Label bottles. He also finds a way out of the Coop that 
no one else inside it can perceive. 

Fiction, 2008, 336p. 2 Large Print Copies 

Whole Life, A 

Seethaler, Robert 

Andreas Egger knows every path and peak of his mountain valley, the source of his 
sustenance, his livelihood - his home. 
 
Set in the mid-twentieth century and told with beauty and tenderness, his story is one 
of man's relationship with an ancient landscape, of the value of solitude, the arrival of 
the modern world, and above all, of the moments, great and small, that make us who 
we are.  

Fiction, 2015, 160p. 
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Widow of the South, The 

Hicks, Robert 

Carnton Plantation, 1894: Carrie McGavock is an old woman who tends the graves 
of the almost 1,500 soldiers buried there. As she walks among the dead, an elderly 
man appears--the same soldier she met that fateful day long ago. Today, he asks if 
the cemetery has room for one more. Based on an extraordinary true story, this 
brilliant, meticulously researched novel flashes back to 1864 and the afternoon of the 
Civil War. While the fierce fighting rages on Carrie's land, her plantation turns into a 
Confederate army hospital; four generals lie dead on her back porch; the pile of 
amputated limbs rises as tall as the smoke house. But when a wounded soldier 
named Zachariah Cashwell arrives at her house, he awakens feelings she had 
thought long dead--and inspires a passion as powerful and unforgettable as the war 
that consumes a nation. 

Fiction/Historical, 2005, 432 p.  

Wife Drought, The 

Crabb, Annabel 

For decades, feminism has argued the case for getting women into the workplace. 
Affirmative action, support schemes, paid maternity leave; all valuable devices, and 
yet still we agonize over why women aren't better represented in the boardrooms and 
ministries of this country. But the answer is so shriekingly obvious, and yet hardly 
anybody ever acknowledges it. It's because for women, the opportunity to work at 
those elite levels usually means opting out of having a family. Either that, or working 
like a lunatic whilst being plagued by personal guilt on one hand and the covert 
critique of other mothers on the other. The greatest asset male executives, 
politicians, and sportspeople have enjoyed throughout centuries of success is one 
that never appears on balance sheets or tax returns. And yet this asset keeps their 
lives turning over more efficiently than an accommodating accountant or the most 
obliging of personal assistants. And it is: The Wife. "Why can't I have a wife?" It's a 
common joke among busy women.  

Non-Fiction, 2014, 282p.  

Wild: a journey from lost to found 

Strayed, Cheryl  

A New York Times Bestseller -- In the wake of her mother's death, Cheryl Strayed's 
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family scattered and her marriage was destroyed. Four years later, twenty- six years 
old with nothing to lose, Cheryl made a most impulsive decision: to hike the Pacific 
Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert to Washington State-- alone. She had no 
experience as a long- distance hiker and the trail was little more than an idea. But it 
was a promise of piecing back together a life that had come undone. 

Biography, 2014, 315p. 

Woman Next Door, The 

Byrski, Liz 

A new chapter begins with the children having left home. Helen and Dennis have 
moved from their high maintenance family property to an apartment by the river with 
all the mod cons. For Joyce and Mac, the empty nest has Joyce craving a new 
challenge, while Mac fancies retirement on the south coast. 
Meanwhile, Polly embarks on a surprising long-distance relationship. But she worries 
about her friend next door. Stella's erratic behaviour is starting to resemble 
something much more serious than endearing eccentricity... 

Fiction, 2016, 400p. 

Working Class Boy 

Barnes, Jimmy 

A household name, an Australian rock icon, the elder statesman of Ozrock - there 
isn't an accolade or cliche that doesn't apply to Jimmy Barnes. But long before Cold 
Chisel and 'Barnesy', long before the tall tales of success and excess, there was the 
true story of James Dixon Swan - a working class boy whose family made the 
journey from Scotland to Australia in search of a better life. 
Working Class Boy is a powerful reflection on a traumatic and violent childhood, 
which fuelled the excess and recklessness that would define, but almost destroy, the 
rock'n'roll legend. This is the story of how James Swan became Jimmy Barnes. It is a 
memoir burning with the frustration and frenetic energy of teenage sex, drugs, 
violence and ambition for more than what you have. 

Memoir, 2016, 384p. 
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World of Other People, A 

Carroll, Steven 

Set in 1941 during the Blitz, A World of Other People traces the love affair of Jim, an 
Australian pilot in Bomber Command, and Iris, a forthright Englishwoman finding her 
voice as a writer.The young couple, haunted by secrets and malign coincidence, 
struggles to build a future free of society′s thin-lipped disapproval. The poet TS Eliot, 
with whom Iris shares firewatching duties, unwittingly seals their fate with his poem 
′Little Gidding′, one of the famous Four Quartets. 

Fiction, 2013, 288p. 

You Gotta Have Balls 

Brett, Lily 

Fresh off the plane from Poland, Zofia is a buxom, sixty-something femme fatale with 
a talent for making balls. Meatballs, that is. When Edek asks his savvy daughter to 
fund his friend Zofia's restaurant, how can Ruth say no? But Ruth knows that gleam 
in Zofia's eye, and it means trouble is on the way for all of them. 

Fiction, 2005, 293p.   

Yours Truly: cathartic confessions, passionate 
declarations and vivid recollections from women of 
letters  

Hardy, Marieke 

The act of letter writing allows us to slow down and truly connect, with a person, a 
subject, an idea. At their hugely popular Women of Letters events, Marieke Hardy 
and Michaela McGuire encourage and allow our best and brightest to lay bare their 
sins and secrets, loves and loathings, memories and plans.  

Non-fiction, 2013, 450p.   
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Zeitoun 

Eggers, David 

When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a prosperous 
Syrian-American and father of four, chose to stay through the storm to protect his 
house and contracting business. In the days after the storm, he travelled the flooded 
streets in a secondhand canoe, passing on supplies and helping those he could. A 
week later, on September 6, 2005, Zeitoun abruptly disappeared.  

Non-fiction, 2009, 342p.   
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Appendix A: Titles added 2017 
 
 

According to Yes 

French, Dawn 

The Foreign Land of the Very Wealthy - otherwise known as Manhattan's Upper East 
Side - has its own rigid code of behaviour. It's a code strictly adhered to by the 
Wilder-Bingham family. 
Emotional displays - unacceptable. 
Unruly behaviour - definitely not welcome. 
Fun - no thanks. 
This is Glenn Wilder-Bingham's kingdom. A beautifully displayed impeccably edited 
fortress of restraint. 
So when Rosie Kitto, an eccentric thirty-eight-year-old primary school teacher from 
England, bounces into their lives with a secret sorrow and a heart as big as the city, 
nobody realises that she hasn't read the rule book. 
For the Wilder-Bingham family, whose lives begin to unravel thread by thread, the 
consequences are explosive. Because after a lifetime of saying no, what happens 
when everyone starts saying . . . yes? 

Fiction, 2015, 352p. 

Best of Adam Sharp, The 

Simsion, Graeme 

On the cusp of turning fifty, Adam Sharp likes his life. He’s happy with his partner 
Claire, he excels in music trivia at quiz night at the local pub, he looks after his 
mother, and he does the occasional consulting job in IT. 
But he can never quite shake off his nostalgia for what might have been: his blazing 
affair more than twenty years ago with an intelligent and strong-willed actress named 
Angelina Brown who taught him for the first time what it means to find—and then 
lose—love. How different might his life have been if he hadn’t let her walk away? 
And then, out of nowhere, from the other side of the world, Angelina gets in touch. 
What does she want? Does Adam dare to live dangerously? 

Fiction, 2016, 352p. 

Britt-Marie was here 

Backman, Fredrick 
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Britt-Marie can’t stand mess. She eats dinner at precisely the right time and starts 
her day at six in the morning because only lunatics wake up later than that. And she 
is not passive-aggressive. Not in the least. It's just that sometimes people interpret 
her helpful suggestions as criticisms, which is certainly not her intention. 
But at sixty-three, Britt-Marie has had enough. She finally walks out on her loveless 
forty-year marriage and finds a job in the only place she can: Borg, a small, derelict 
town devastated by the financial crisis. For the fastidious Britt-Marie, this new world 
of noisy children, muddy floors, and a roommate who is a rat (literally), is a hard 
adjustment. 
As for the citizens of Borg, with everything that they know crumbling around them, 
the only thing that they have left to hold onto is something Britt-Marie absolutely 
loathes: their love of soccer. When the village’s youth team becomes desperate for a 
coach, they set their sights on her. She’s the least likely candidate, but their need is 
obvious and there is no one else to do it. 
Thus begins a beautiful and unlikely partnership. In her new role as reluctant mentor 
to these lost young boys and girls, Britt-Marie soon finds herself becoming 
increasingly vital to the community. And even more surprisingly, she is the object of 
romantic desire for a friendly and handsome local policeman named Sven. In this 
world of oddballs and misfits, can Britt-Marie finally find a place where she belongs? 

Fiction, 2016, 324p. 

Commonwealth 

Patchett, Ann 

One Sunday afternoon in Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at Franny 
Keating’s christening party uninvited. Before evening falls, he has kissed Franny’s 
mother, Beverly—thus setting in motion the dissolution of their marriages and the 
joining of two families. 
Spanning five decades, Commonwealth explores how this chance encounter 
reverberates through the lives of the four parents and six children involved. Spending 
summers together in Virginia, the Keating and Cousins children forge a lasting bond 
that is based on a shared disillusionment with their parents and the strange and 
genuine affection that grows up between them. 
When, in her twenties, Franny begins an affair with the legendary author Leon Posen 
and tells him about her family, the story of her siblings is no longer hers to control. 
Their childhood becomes the basis for his wildly successful book, ultimately forcing 
them to come to terms with their losses, their guilt, and the deeply loyal connection 
they feel for one another. 

Fiction, 2016, 322p. 

Course of Love, The 
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De Botton, Alain 

We all know the headiness and excitement of the early days of love. But what comes 
after? In Edinburgh, a couple, Rabih and Kirsten, fall in love. They get married, they 
have children—but no long-term relationship is as simple as “happily ever after.” The 
Course of Love is a novel that explores what happens after the birth of love, what it 
takes to maintain love, and what happens to our original ideals under the pressures 
of an average existence. You experience, along with Rabih and Kirsten, the first flush 
of infatuation, the effortlessness of falling into romantic love, and the course of life 
thereafter. Interwoven with their story and its challenges is an overlay of 
philosophy—an annotation and a guide to what we are reading. 

Fiction, 2016, 240p. 

Everywhere I Look 

Garner, Helen 

Spanning fifteen years of work, Everywhere I Look is a book full of unexpected 
moments, sudden shafts of light, piercing intuition, flashes of anger and incidental 
humour. It takes us from backstage at the ballet to the trial of a woman for the 
murder of her newborn baby. It moves effortlessly from the significance of moving 
house to the pleasure of re-reading Pride and Prejudice. 
Everywhere I Look includes Garner's famous and controversial essay on the insults 
of age, her deeply moving tribute to her mother and extracts from her diaries, which 
have been part of her working life for as long as she has been a writer. Everywhere I 
Look glows with insight. It is filled with the wisdom of life. 

Essays/Non-Fiction, 2016, 272p. 

Farewell to the Father 

Elliott, Timothy 

Towards the end of his first serious suicide attempts, my father said the strangest 
thing to me... 
Growing up in 1970s Sydney, Tim Elliott had a loving stay-at-home mum, a 
professional father, three siblings, a private school education and endless 
opportunities to fish and surf at the nearby beaches. 
But this was not the idyllic childhood it appeared. A charismatic, well-respected 
doctor by day, Tim's father became a roaring madman at night. 
The house was our castle, and Dad was our king. He was an unpredictable king, 
tyrannous and moody, lethal one day, loving the next. 
This is an extraordinary memoir of growing up with a parent afflicted by mental 
illness: a complex elegy, powerfully told, loaded with love, rage and surprising 
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humour. It is about the lengths children will go to protect themselves - and their 
families - from shame or harm, and how adapting to that adversity becomes and 
intractable part of who we are as adults. 

Memoir, 2016, 336p. 

Fence, The 

Jaffe, Meredeth 

Gwen Hill has lived on Green Valley Avenue all her adult life. Here she brought her 
babies home, nurtured her garden and shared life's ups and downs with her best 
friend and neighbour, Babs. So when Babs dies and the house next door is sold, 
Gwen wonders how the new family will fit settle into the quiet life of this cosy 
community. 
Francesca Desmarchelliers has high hopes for the house on Green Valley Avenue. 
More than just a new home, it's a clean slate for Frankie, who has moved her brood 
from Sydney's inner city to the leafy north shore street in a bid to save her marriage 
and keep her rambunctious family together. 
To maintain her privacy and corral her wandering children, Frankie proposes a fence 
between their properties, destroying Gwen's lovingly cultivated front garden. 
To Gwen, this as an act of war. 

Fiction, 2016, 368p. 

Girl on the Train, The 

Hawkins, Paula 

EVERYDAY THE SAME 
Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will wait at the 
same signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens. She’s even started to feel 
like she knows the people who live in one of the houses. ‘Jess and Jason’, she calls 
them. Their life – as she sees it – is perfect. If only Rachel could be that happy. 
UNTIL TODAY 
And then she sees something shocking. It’s only a minute until the train moves on, 
but it’s enough. 
Now everything’s changed. Now Rachel has a chance to become a part of the lives 
she’s only watched from afar. 
Now they’ll see; she’s much more than just the girl on the train… 

Fiction, 2015, 316p. 

Good People, The 
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Kent, Hannah 

Nóra Leahy has lost her daughter and her husband in the same year, and is now 
burdened with the care of her four-year-old grandson, Micheál. The boy cannot walk, 
or speak, and Nora, mistrustful of the tongues of gossips, has kept the child hidden 
from those who might see in his deformity evidence of otherworldly interference. 
Unable to care for the child alone, Nóra hires a fourteen-year-old servant girl, Mary, 
who soon hears the whispers in the valley about the blasted creature causing grief to 
fall upon the widow's house. 
Alone, hedged in by rumour, Mary and her mistress seek out the only person in the 
valley who might be able to help Micheál. For although her neighbours are wary of 
her, it is said that old Nance Roche has the knowledge. That she consorts 
with Them, the Good People. And that only she can return those whom they have 
taken... 

Fiction, 2016, 384p. 

Goodwood 

Throsby, Holly 

Goodwood is a small town where everyone knows everything about everyone. It's a 
place where it's impossible to keep a secret. 
In 1992, when Jean Brown is seventeen, a terrible thing happens. Two terrible 
things. Rosie White, the coolest girl in town, vanishes overnight. One week later, 
Goodwood's most popular resident, Bart McDonald, sets off on a fishing trip and 
never comes home. 
People die in Goodwood, of course, but never like this. They don't just disappear. 
As the intensity of speculation about the fates of Rosie and Bart heightens, Jean, 
who is keeping secrets of her own, and the rest of Goodwood are left reeling. 

Fiction, 2016, 304p. 

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 

Thorne, Jack 

Based on an original new story by J.K. Rowling, Jack Thorne and John Tiffany, a 
new play by Jack Thorne, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child is the eighth story in the 
Harry Potter series and the first official Harry Potter story to be presented on stage.  
It was always difficult being Harry Potter and it isn’t much easier now that he is an 
overworked employee of the Ministry of Magic, a husband and father of three school-
age children. 
While Harry grapples with a past that refuses to stay where it belongs, his youngest 
son Albus must struggle with the weight of a family legacy he never wanted. As past 
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and present fuse ominously, both father and son learn the uncomfortable truth: 
sometimes, darkness comes from unexpected places.  

Play, 2016, 343p. 

Hundred-Year-Old Man who Climbed out of the 
Window and Disappeared, The 

Jonas, Jonasson 

It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting quietly in his 
room in an old people’s home, he is waiting for the party he-never-wanted-anyway to 
begin. The Mayor is going to be there. The press is going to be there. But, as it turns 
out, Allan is not… Slowly but surely Allan climbs out of his bedroom window, into the 
flowerbed (in his slippers) and makes his getaway. And so begins his picaresque and 
unlikely journey involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of cash, and 
incompetent police. As his escapades unfold, we learn something of Allan’s earlier 
life in which – remarkably – he helped to make the atom bomb, became friends with 
American presidents, Russian tyrants, and Chinese leaders, and was a participant 
behind the scenes in many key events of the twentieth century. Already a huge 
bestseller across Europe, The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the 
Window and Disappeared is a fun and feel-good book for all ages. 

Fiction, 2012, p396 

I Am Pilgrim 

Hayes, Terry 

A breakneck race against time...and an implacable enemy. 
An anonymous young woman murdered in a run-down hotel, all identifying 
characteristics dissolved by acid.  
A father publicly beheaded in the blistering heat of a Saudi Arabian public square.  
A notorious Syrian biotech expert found eyeless in a Damascus junkyard.  
Smoldering human remains on a remote mountainside in Afghanistan.  
A flawless plot to commit an appalling crime against humanity.  
One path links them all, and only one man can make the journey. 
Pilgrim. 

Fiction, 2014, 612p. 

LaRose 

Erdrich, Louise 
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North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the 
property bordering his own. He shoots with easy confidence—but when the buck 
springs away, Landreaux realizes he’s hit something else, a blur he saw as he 
squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his 
neighbor’s five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. 
The youngest child of his friend and neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends 
with Landreaux’s five-year-old son, LaRose. The two families have always been 
close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into town; their children played together 
despite going to different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is half-sister to 
Dusty’s mother, Nola. Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an 
Ojibwe tribe tradition—the sweat lodge—for guidance, and finds a way forward. 
Following an ancient means of retribution, he and Emmaline will give LaRose to the 
grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son now,” they tell them. 
LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola 
dotes on him, keeping her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new “sister,” 
Maggie, welcomes him as a co-conspirator who can ease her volatile mother’s 
terrifying moods. Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with his birth family, whose 
sorrow mirrors the Raviches’ own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the linchpin 
linking the Irons and the Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. 

Fiction, 2016, 372p. 

Last Painting of Sara De Vos, The 

Smith, Dominic 

In 1631, Sara de Vos is admitted as a master painter to the Guild of St. Luke's in 
Holland, the first woman to be so recognized. Three hundred years later, only one 
work attributed to de Vos is known to remain--a haunting winter scene, At the Edge 
of a Wood, which hangs over the bed of a wealthy descendant of the original owner. 
An Australian grad student, Ellie Shipley, struggling to stay afloat in New York, 
agrees to paint a forgery of the landscape, a decision that will haunt her. Because 
now, half a century later, she's curating an exhibit of female Dutch painters, and both 
versions threaten to arrive. As the three threads intersect, The Last Painting of Sara 
de Vos mesmerizes while it grapples with the demands of the artistic life, showing 
how the deceits of the past can forge the present. 

Fiction, 2016, 304p. 

Life or Death 

Robotham, Michael 

Audie Palmer has spent ten years in a Texas prison after pleading guilty to a robbery 
in which four people died and seven million dollars went missing. During that time he 
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has suffered repeated beatings, stabbings and threats by inmates and guards, all 
desperate to answer the same question: where's the money? 
On the day before Audie is due to be released, he suddenly vanishes. Now 
everybody is searching for him - the police, FBI, gangsters and other powerful figures 
- but Audie isn't running to save his own life. Instead, he's trying to save someone 
else's. 

Fiction, 2016, 448p. 

Medea’s Curse 

Buist, Anne 

Forensic psychiatrist Natalie King works with victims and perpetrators of violent 
crime. Women with a history of abuse, mainly. She rides a Ducati a size too big and 
wears a tank top a size too small. Likes men but doesn’t want to keep one. 
And really needs to stay on her medication. 
Now she’s being stalked. Anonymous notes, threats, strangers loitering outside her 
house. 
A hostile former patient? Or someone connected with a current case? Georgia 
Latimer — charged with killing her three children. Travis Hardy — deadbeat father of 
another murdered child, with a second daughter now missing. Maybe the 
harrassment has something to do with Crown Prosecutor Liam O’Shea — drop-dead 
sexy, married and trouble in all kinds of ways. 

Fiction, 2015. 363p. 

Mother’s Story, A 

Batty, Rosie 

At the start of 2014, Rosie Batty was an ordinary single mum doing everything in her 
power to give her son, Luke, the very best life she could. But her world changed 
forever when her troubled ex-partner, Greg Anderson, killed Luke in an horrendous 
attack at the local cricket ground in February that year. Rosie had suffered years of 
family violence, and had intervention orders in place in an effort to protect herself 
and her son. She believes the killing was Greg's final act of power and control over 
her. But Rosie would not be silenced. Since the events of last February, she has 
become an outspoken crusader against family violence, winning hearts and minds all 
over Australia with her compassion and her courage. In January 2015, she was 
named Australian of the Year. 

Non-Fiction, 2015, 324p. 

Muse, The 
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Burton, Jessie 

On a hot July day in 1967, Odelle Bastien climbs the stone steps of the Skelton 
gallery in London, knowing that her life is about to change forever. Having struggled 
to find her place in the city since she arrived from Trinidad five years ago, she has 
been offered a job as a typist under the tutelage of the glamorous and enigmatic 
Marjorie Quick. But though Quick takes Odelle into her confidence, and unlocks a 
potential she didn't know she had, she remains a mystery - no more so than when a 
lost masterpiece with a secret history is delivered to the gallery. 
 
The truth about the painting lies in 1936 and a large house in rural Spain, where 
Olive Schloss, the daughter of a renowned art dealer, is harbouring ambitions of her 
own. Into this fragile paradise come artist and revolutionary Isaac Robles and his 
half-sister Teresa, who immediately insinuate themselves into the Schloss family, 
with explosive and devastating consequences  

Fiction, 2016, 416p. 

My Brilliant Friend 

Ferrante, Elena 

The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant neighborhood on the outskirts of 
Naples. Growing up on these tough streets the two girls learn to rely on each other 
ahead of anyone or anything else. As they grow, as their paths repeatedly diverge 
and converge, Elena and Lila remain best friends whose respective destinies are 
reflected and refracted in the other. They are likewise the embodiments of a nation 
undergoing momentous change. Through the lives of these two women, Ferrante 
tells the story of a neighborhood, a city, and a country as it is transformed in ways 
that, in turn, also transform the relationship between her protagonists, the 
unforgettable Elena and Lila. 

Fiction, 2011, 331p. 

Napoleon’s Last Island 

Keneally, Thomas 

Whilst living in exile on St Helena, Napoleon exerted an extraordinary influence on 
young Betsy Balcombe. How did she get from Napoleon's side to the Australian 
bush? 
When Tom Keneally discovered by chance at the National Gallery of Victoria that 
Betsy Balcombe, a young girl living on St Helena while the Emperor Napoleon was 
exiled there, had become the Emperor's ‘intimate friend and annoyer', and had then 
emigrated with her family to Australia, he was impelled to begin another 
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extraordinary novel, exploring the intersection between the ordinary people of the 
world and those we deem exceptional. 
Betsy Balcombe moved as a child with her family to St Helena, ‘that high mid-Atlantic 
rock of exile'. Ten years later her family befriended, served and were ruined by their 
relationship with Napoleon. To redeem their fortunes William Balcombe, Betsy's 
father, betrayed the Emperor and accepted a job as the colonial treasurer of New 
South Wales, taking his family with him. After enduring a profound tragedy on the 
voyage out, and never quite recovering from the results of his association with 
Napoleon, William's life deteriorated; however, his family struggled and survived in 
Australia. 

Fiction, 2015, 426p. 

Nocturnal Animals 

Wright, Austin 

The novel that inspired the major motion picture Nocturnal Animals, directed by Tom 
Ford and starring Jake Gyllenhaal and Amy Adams, is a dazzling, eerie, riveting 
thriller of fear and regret, blood and revenge. 
Many years after their divorce, Susan Morrow receives a strange gift from her ex-
husband. A manuscript that tells the story of a terrible crime: an ambush on the 
highway, a secluded cabin in the woods; a thrilling chiller of death and corruption. 
How could such a harrowing story be told by the man she once loved? And why, 
after so long, has he sent her such a disturbing and personal message…? 

Fiction, 2016, 352p. 

Obsession, The 

Roberts, Nora 

Naomi Bowes lost her innocence the night she followed her father into the woods. In 
freeing the girl trapped in the root cellar, Naomi revealed the horrible extent of her 
father’s crimes and made him infamous. No matter how close she gets to happiness, 
she can’t outrun the sins of Thomas David Bowes. 
Now a successful photographer living under the name Naomi Carson, she has found 
a place that calls to her, a rambling old house in need of repair, thousands of miles 
away from everything she’s ever known. Naomi wants to embrace the solitude, but 
the kindly residents of Sunrise Cove keep forcing her to open up—especially the 
determined Xander Keaton.  
Naomi can feel her defenses failing, and knows that the connection her new life 
offers is something she’s always secretly craved. But the sins of her father can 
become an obsession, and, as she’s learned time and again, her past is never more 
than a nightmare away. 



 

– 104 – 

 

Fiction, 2016, 453p. 

Secret Chord, The 

Brooks, Geraldine 

Peeling away the myth to bring the Old Testament's King David to life in Second Iron 
Age Israel, Brooks traces the arc of his journey from obscurity to fame, from 
shepherd to soldier, from hero to traitor, from beloved king to murderous despot and 
into his remorseful and diminished dotage. 
The Secret Chord provides new context for some of the best-known episodes of 
David’s life while also focusing on others, even more remarkable and emotionally 
intense, that have been neglected.  We see David through the eyes of those who 
love him or fear him—from the prophet Natan, voice of his conscience, to his wives 
Mikhal, Avigail, and Batsheva, and finally to Solomon, the late-born son who 
redeems his Lear-like old age. Brooks has an uncanny ability to hear and transform 
characters from history, and this beautifully written, unvarnished saga of faith, desire, 
family, ambition, betrayal, and power will enthrall her many fans.  

Fiction, 2015, 302p. 

Sellout, The 

Beatty, Paul 

Born in the "agrarian ghetto" of Dickens—on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles—
the narrator of The Sellout resigns himself to the fate of lower-middle-class 
Californians: "I'd die in the same bedroom I'd grown up in, looking up at the cracks in 
the stucco ceiling that've been there since '68 quake." Raised by a single father, a 
controversial sociologist, he spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged 
psychological studies. He is led to believe that his father's pioneering work will result 
in a memoir that will solve his family's financial woes, but when his father is killed in a 
police shoot-out, he realizes there never was a memoir. All that's left is the bill for a 
drive-thru funeral. 
Fueled by this deceit and the general disrepair of his hometown, the narrator sets out 
to right another wrong: Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save 
California from further embarrassment. Enlisting the help of the town's most famous 
resident—the last surviving Little Rascal, Hominy Jenkins—he initiates the most 
outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery and segregating the local high 
school, which lands him in the Supreme Court. 

Fiction, 2015, 289p. 

Skylarking 
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Mildenhall, Kate 

Kate and Harriet are best friends, growing up together on an isolated Australian cape 
in the 1880s. As daughters of the lighthouse keepers, the two girls share everything, 
until a fisherman, McPhail, arrives in their small community. When Kate witnesses 
the desire that flares between him and Harriet, she is torn by her feelings of envy and 
longing. But one moment in McPhail’s hut will change the course of their lives 
forever.  

Fiction, 2016, 280p. 

Small Great Things 

Picoult, Jodi 

'I don't want that nurse touching my baby.' Those are the instructions from the 
newborn child's parents. However, when the baby goes into cardiac arrest, Ruth, a 
nurse of twenty years' experience, sees no option but to assist. But the baby dies. 
And Ruth is charged with negligent homicide. 
Ruth is shattered and bewildered as she tries to come to terms with her situation. 
She finds different kinds of support from her sister, a fiery radical, and her teenage 
son, but it is to Kennedy McQuarrie, a white middle-class lawyer, to whom she 
entrusts her case, and her future. 

Fiction, 2016, 470p. 

Spirits of the Ghan 

Nunn, Judy 

It is 2001 and as the world charges into the new Millennium, a century-old dream is 
about to be realised in the Red Centre of Australia: the completion of the mighty 
Ghan railway, a long-lived vision to create the 'backbone of the continent', a line that 
will finally link Adelaide with the Top End.  
But construction of the final leg between Alice Springs and Darwin will not be without 
its complications, for much of the desert it will cross is Aboriginal land.  
Hired as a negotiator, Jessica Manning must walk a delicate line to reassure the 
Elders their sacred sites will be protected. Will her innate understanding of the 
spiritual landscape, rooted in her own Arunta heritage, win their trust? It's not easy to 
keep the peace when Matthew Witherton and his survey team are quite literally 
blasting a rail corridor through the timeless land of the Never-Never. 
When the paths of Jessica and Matthew finally cross, their respective cultures collide 
to reveal a mystery that demands attention. As they struggle against time to solve 
the puzzle, an ancient wrong is awakened and calls hauntingly across the vastness 
of the outback . . . 
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Fiction, 2015, 359p. 

Spool of Blue Thread, A 

Tyler, Anne 

"It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon." This is how Abby Whitshank 
always begins the story of how she fell in love with Red that day in July 1959. The 
Whitshanks are one of those families that radiate togetherness: an indefinable, 
enviable kind of specialness. But they are also like all families, in that the stories they 
tell themselves reveal only part of the picture. Abby and Red and their four grown 
children have accumulated not only tender moments, laughter, and celebrations, but 
also jealousies, disappointments, and carefully guarded secrets. from Red's father 
and mother, newly-arrived in Baltimore in the 1920s, to Abby and Red's 
grandchildren carrying the family legacy boisterously into the twenty-first century, 
here are four generations of Whitshanks, their lives unfolding in and around the 
sprawling, lovingly worn Baltimore house that has always been their anchor. 

Fiction, 2015. 358p. 

Truly Madly Guilty 

Moriarty, Liane 

Six responsible adults. Three cute kids. One small dog. It’s just a normal weekend. 
What could possibly go wrong? 
Sam and Clementine have a wonderful, albeit, busy life: they have two little girls, 
Sam has just started a new dream job, and Clementine, a cellist, is busy preparing 
for the audition of a lifetime. If there’s anything they can count on, it’s each other. 
Clementine and Erika are each other’s oldest friends. A single look between them 
can convey an entire conversation. But theirs is a complicated relationship, so when 
Erika mentions a last minute invitation to a barbecue with her neighbors, Tiffany and 
Vid, Clementine and Sam don’t hesitate. Having Tiffany and Vid’s larger than life 
personalities there will be a welcome respite. 
Two months later, it won’t stop raining, and Clementine and Sam can’t stop asking 
themselves the question: What if we hadn’t gone? 

Fiction, 2016, 415p. 

When Breath Becomes Air 

Kalanithi, Paul 

At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a 
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neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he 
was a doctor making a living treating the dying, and the next he was a patient 
struggling to live. Just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined 
evaporated. When Breath Becomes Air, which features a Foreword by Dr. Abraham 
Verghese and an Epilogue by Kalanithi’s wife, Lucy, chronicles Kalanithi’s 
transformation from a naïve medical student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the 
question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” 
into a young neurosurgeon at Stanford, guiding patients toward a deeper 
understanding of death and illness, and finally into a patient and a new father to a 
baby girl, confronting his own mortality. 
What makes life worth living in the face of death? What do you do when the future, 
no longer a ladder toward your goals in life, flattens out into a perpetual present? 
What does it mean to have a child, to nurture a new life as another fades away?  

Memoir, 2016, 228p. 

Whole Life, A 

Seethaler, Robert 

Andreas Egger knows every path and peak of his mountain valley, the source of his 
sustenance, his livelihood - his home. 
Set in the mid-twentieth century and told with beauty and tenderness, his story is one 
of man's relationship with an ancient landscape, of the value of solitude, the arrival of 
the modern world, and above all, of the moments, great and small, that make us who 
we are.  

Fiction, 2015, 160p. 

Woman Next Door, The 

Byrski, Liz 

A new chapter begins with the children having left home. Helen and Dennis have 
moved from their high maintenance family property to an apartment by the river with 
all the mod cons. For Joyce and Mac, the empty nest has Joyce craving a new 
challenge, while Mac fancies retirement on the south coast. 
Meanwhile, Polly embarks on a surprising long-distance relationship. But she worries 
about her friend next door. Stella's erratic behaviour is starting to resemble 
something much more serious than endearing eccentricity... 

Fiction, 2016, 400p. 

Working Class Boy 
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Barnes, Jimmy 

A household name, an Australian rock icon, the elder statesman of Ozrock - there 
isn't an accolade or cliche that doesn't apply to Jimmy Barnes. But long before Cold 
Chisel and 'Barnesy', long before the tall tales of success and excess, there was the 
true story of James Dixon Swan - a working class boy whose family made the 
journey from Scotland to Australia in search of a better life. 
Working Class Boy is a powerful reflection on a traumatic and violent childhood, 
which fuelled the excess and recklessness that would define, but almost destroy, the 
rock'n'roll legend. This is the story of how James Swan became Jimmy Barnes. It is a 
memoir burning with the frustration and frenetic energy of teenage sex, drugs, 
violence and ambition for more than what you have. 

Memoir, 2016, 384p. 

World of Other People, A 

Carroll, Steven 

Set in 1941 during the Blitz, A World of Other People traces the love affair of Jim, an 
Australian pilot in Bomber Command, and Iris, a forthright Englishwoman finding her 
voice as a writer. The young couple, haunted by secrets and malign coincidence, 
struggles to build a future free of society′s thin-lipped disapproval. The poet TS Eliot, 
with whom Iris shares firewatching duties, unwittingly seals their fate with his poem 
′Little Gidding′, one of the famous Four Quartets. 

Fiction, 2013, 288p. 

 


